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IN MEMORIAM — FILEP LASZLO: 1941-2004

On 19th November, 2004 Filep Lészld, member of the editorial board of our journal
collapsed suddenly while delivering a lecture in Budapest.

Filep Léaszl6 was born on December 6. 1941 in a small Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg
county village called Csészl6, where his father was the Calvinist minister of the
community, and his mother was a housewife. After completing the one-roomed
primary village school, he continued his studies at the Secondary Grammar School
in Métészalka, and then at the University of Debrecen, where he graduated in
1964 as a secondary teacher of mathematics and physics. He began his career as
a mathematics teacher, and since 1973 he has been a lecturer at the College of
Nyiregyhéza. Since 1995 he has been working at the same institute as a professor.
He has also lectured at the Universities of Debrecen and Tripoli. He received his
PhD degree from the University of Debrecen in 1995.

His research field of mathematics was based on two areas: fuzzy-algebra and the
history of mathematics.

His research regarding the history of mathematics dealt with the work of such
Hungarian mathematicians as D&4vid Lajos, Farkas Gyula, Riesz Marcell, Riesz
Frigyes and Pal Gyula. He enriched the Bolyai research with an analysis of
G.B. Halsted’s work, a Bolyai researcher living in the United Sates.

His research on fuzzy-algebra was carried out under the guidance of professor
Maurer Gyula. The result of their cooperation was published jointly in several
journals.

His work in the area of popularization of science has also been important. He
has published several books on the history of mathematics (The Queen of Sciences,
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The History of Numbers, The Theory of Games). He often published articles in
the most prestigious Hungarian popular scientific magazine, Természet Vilaga (The
World of Nature).

Filep Laszl6 was an active member of many different civil organizations. In
his later years, he was the chairman of the county branch of the Bolyai Janos
Mathematical Association.

In 2004, as an acknowledgement of his activity as a teacher, he received the Beke
Mané Award of the Bolyai Janos Mathematical Association.
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