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Abstract. We consider the nonlinear eigenvalue problem
W' () +Af(u(t) =0, u(t) >0, tel:=(-1,1), u(l)=u(-1)=0,

where f(u) = u + (1/2)sin*u (k > 2) and A > 0 is a bifurcation parameter. It is known
that A is parameterized by the maximum norm a = ||u, ||e of the solution u) associated
with A and is written as A = A(k,«). When we focus on the asymptotic behavior of
Ak, ) as @ — oo, it is natural to expect that A(k,a) — 712 /4, and its convergence rate
is common to k. Contrary to this expectation, we show that A(2n1 + 1,a) tends to 712 /4
faster than A(2ny, &) as @ — oo, where n; > 1, np > 1 are arbitrary given integers.

Keywords: oscillatory bifurcation, asymptotic behavior, asymptotic length of bifurca-
tion curves.
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1 Introduction

This paper is concerned with the following nonlinear eigenvalue problems

() = A <u(t) + ;sinku(t)> . teli=(-1,1), (1.1)

u(t) >0, tel, (1.2)

where k > 11is a given integer and A > 0 is a parameter. If k is fixed, then it is well known that,
for any given a > 0, there exists a unique solution pair (A, u,) of (1.1)—(1.3) with & = ||ua]|co-
Besides, A is parameterized by « and a Cl-function of a (cf. [1], [12, Theorem 2.1]). So we
write A = A(k,a) in what follows. Then the solution set of (1.1)-(1.3) consists of the set
A = {(A(k, &), uy)| sol. of (1.1)~(1.3) with [Jus]|ec = &} C Ry x C3(I).
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The qualitative properties of oscillating bifurcation curves have been studied intensively.
We refer to [7,9-11,13] and the references therein. Recently, when k = 1, the asymptotic
properties of the bifurcation curve A = A(1, &) have been studied in [14], in which there are
two main stress. Firstly, since A(1,a) tends to 712/4 as & — o0, and is oscillating infinitely many
times, it is interesting to study the global behavior of A(1,«) and A'(1,«) := dA(1,&)/da, and
the precise asymptotic formulas for A(1, &) and A’(1,a) as & — oo were established. Secondly,
for & > 1, the asymptotic length

Li(a) = /a * i+ (W x) 2dx (1.4)

for k = 1, which seems to be a new concept, has been proposed for the application to inverse
bifurcation problems, and precise asymptotic formula for L; («) was obtained.

Theorem 1.0 ([14]). Let k = 1 in (1.1). Then as & — oo

2 1
A1, 0) = % - %, /% sin <1x - 47r> +o(a™3/?), (1.5)

' —_T T T ~3/2
AMN(1,a) = 20\ 2 €8 ((x 4) +o(a™%), (1.6)
3
Li(a) =a+ %a‘z +o(a?). (1.7)

In this paper, we expand the argument in [14] and characterize the meaningful properties
of A(k,a) for the case k > 2.
As for asymptotic behavior of A(k,a) as @ — oo, it is clear that as « — oo,

~
4

Ak, &) — (1.8)

(see Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 below)

A
% /4
A(2n, )
«
0 Fig. 1 bifurcation curve for A(2n,«)
A
T2 A A N A N
A2n+1,a)
«

Fig. 2 bifurcation curve for A(2n +1,a)

and it is quite natural to expect that the rate of convergence of A(2n,a) to 712/4 as &« — o is
the same as that of A(2n + 1, ). However, contrary to our expectation, it will turn out that the
following inequality holds.

IA(2ny +1,a) — 72 /4| < |A(2n, &) — T2 /4] — 0, (1.9)
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where n; > 1 and ny > 1 are arbitrary given integers. To show (1.9), we calculate the asymp-

totic behavior of \/A(k, &) precisely.

Secondly, we show that as &« — oo,
A'(2n1 + 1, &) ~ |A (22, a)], Lop,41(a) — a ~ Loy, () — . (1.10)

The reason why (1.10) holds is explained as follows. Li(«) (k > 1) depends on |\ (k, )|, and
its rate of convergence to 0 is common to k.
Now we state our main results.

Theorem 1.1. Let k = 2n (n > 1). Then as &« — oo

2 3/2 n—1
T T 2n T . (2n
/\(271,0() = 4 22n+1, ( n) - 22n+1,3/2 ZO(_l)n r( r )
=

X \/%sin((Zn—Zr)oc—FZ) +0(x?) (1.11)
n—1
N(@2n,a) = — 7;22&_3/2 Y (=) <2rn> Vn —rcos ((Zn —27)a + g) +0™?), (112
r=0
3
(@) =t s T (%) 0 40 113
r=0

Theorem 1.2. Letk =2n+1(n > 0). Then as &« — oo

72 /2 & i (2n+1
Man+1,0) =~ s LD )
r=

r
X ;sin (2n—2r+1)o¢—17r +0(a™?) (1.14)
202n—2r +1) 1 ’ ‘
3/2 n
, B T o (2n+1 (2n—2r+1)
AMntle)= — a7 Z(:) -1" r( , >
r=
X €os ((2n—2r+1)1x— Z> +0(a™?), (1.15)
3 2n+1 _
Lont1 (IX) 2471—0—8“2 Z ( > (21’1 —2r + 1) + O((x 5/2)_ (1.16)

Remarks. (i) It seems that (1.12) (resp. (1.15)) can be obtained easily by (1.11) (resp. (1.14)).

However, since it is not clear whether the formal derivative of (1.11) (resp. (1.14)) is correct or

not, we should be careful to prove (1.12) and (1.15).

(ii) Let n > 0 be fixed. Then we see from (1.14) that A(2n + 1, &) crosses the line A = 712/4

infinitely many times. Indeed, let g be an arbitrary large even integer, a1 = (g4 (1/2))7 and
= (g4 (3/2))m. Then it is easy to see that for 0 < r < n,

1 1
sin ((Zn —2r+1)ag — 471) = sin ((n — )T+ 47T> ,

1 1
Sin<(2ﬂ— (r+1)+1) le—47'c> :—sm<n—r)7'c+47r>,
. 1 1
sm((Zn—Zr—i—l 47T>=—sm<n—r)r(—|—47r>,
. 1 1
sin ((2n—2(r—|—1 )+ 1)ap — 471) = (n—r)n+47t>
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This implies that for 0 <r <,

(—1)"*"" sin ((Zn —2r+1)a; — in) = (—1)"sin ((n + i) 7'c>

—(—1)"sin ((n + 1> 7'[> .
4
By this and (1.12), for the constant

(=¥ 1 2n+1 1
Cn 1= sonrt oM (7 + 4 T Z T 22n—2r+1)’

1
(—1)"*"sin ((Zn —2r+1)a; — 47‘[)

r=0
we obtain
us -3/2 -2
A2n+1,aq9) = T~ Cnha; "4+ 0(a;7), (1.17)
2
s _ _
AM2n+1,a2) = - + Caty 32 1 0(a;?). (1.18)

This implies our assertion.
(iif) The study of bifurcation problems has a long history and there are so many topics. For
the readers who are interested in this field, we refer to [2-6].

The proofs of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 depend on the time map arguments used in [14].
However, we understand easily from Theorems 1.0-1.2 that all the terms in Theorems 1.1 and
1.2 are extremely more complicated than those in Theorem 1.0. Therefore, we proceed all the
steps of the calculation very carefully.

2 Proof of Theorem 1.1

In this section, let k = 2n (n > 1) be fixed. In what follows, let « > 1. Furthermore, C denotes
various positive constants independent of & > 1. For simplicity, we write A = A(a) = A(2n, a).
We have (cf. [8, p. 31])

g(0) := sin®" 9 = 2% [_i;(—l)”’Z (2;1> cos(2n —2r)0 + (2:>] , (2.1)
Glu) = /O 2(6)d6 2.2)
1= 1
= om [r;](—l)”" (2:> — sin(2n — 2r)u + <2:> u] :
By (1.1), we have
(u,',;(t) +A (ua(t) + %sin% ua(t)>> W (t) = 0.
By this, we obtain
%u;(t)z + %A(ua(t)z + G(ua(t))) = constant — %/\(zxz +G(a)).

This implies that for —1 <t <0,

u (1) = VAy/a2 — g ()2 + Gl&) — G(ua(t)).
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By this, putting s := u,(f) /&, we obtain the time map

[ g (1)
VA= L NG = dt (2.3)

1
B /0 V1—52+(G(a) — G(as)) /a2
Proof of (1.11). By (2.2), for &« > 1 and 0 <s <1, we have
G(a) — G(as) = 2% (2:)04(1 —s)
1= 2 1
+m L (1) (r)n—

r=0

r{sin((Zn —2r)a) —sin((2n —2r)as)}.  (2.4)

By this, fora > 1and 0 <s <1

G(a) — G(as) a(l—s) & |sin((2n — 2r)a) — sin((2n — 2r)as)
< .
‘ w?(1—s%) | — Caz(l—sz) —i—CE) a?(1—s?) 25)
C n—1 (2n—2r)a
<Cal4 /
< Ca "+ 21— PNy cos Gdﬁ'
<Ca!

By this, (2.3), (2.4), Taylor expansion and Lebesgue’s convergence theorem, we obtain

G(a) — G( )\ 2
()

/ 1—52< _252(1—22))+O(“2)> ds

7T

2n / N S
2 22n+10¢ /1_52 1_|_ )

S
1 L (2n\ 1 L
- 22n+1,2 ’g(_l)n r< r > n— rIr "‘O(D‘ )/

where

sin((2n — 2r)a) — sin((2n — 2r)as
fim [ 200 i o2 o

Let Y, («) and E,(«) be the Neumann functions and Weber functions. For a > 1, we have
(cf. [8, p. 929, p. 958])

Y, (a) = \/zsin (a - gv - Z) +0(a"%?), (2.8)
E (a) = =Y, (a) +O(a™1). (2.9)

By putting s = sinf, 6 = 71/2 — ¢, integration by parts and 1"'Hopital’s rule, (2.7)—(2.9) and
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/2 1 . . .
I, = /0 m{sm(Zn —2r)a —sin((2n — 2r)asin @) }d6

— /ﬂ/z(tan 0)'{sin(2n — 2r)a — sin((2n — 2r)a sin§) }do

— [tan 6{sin(2n — 2r)a — sin((2n — 2r)asin 0) }]7/*

/2
+ (2n — 2r)rx/ sin 0 cos((2n — 2r)a sin0)d6
0

= (2n — 2r)oc/

7t/2

0

sin @ cos((2n — 2r)a sin 0)do

/2
= (2n— 2r)oc/ cos tcos((2n — 2r)a cos t)dt
0

(n—r)ma

2

2

=4/ (n —r)masin ((Zn —2r)a+

(n—r)ma

By this and (2.6), we obtain

A(2n,u) =

7T

2

(E1((2n — 2r)a)

1
22n+1“

2n
n

—E_1((2n —2r)a))

(=Y1((2n —2r)a) + Y_1((2n — 2r)a) + O(a™ 1))

7)+oq).

I . (2n
 22n+1,3/2 Z{)(_l)n r< r >
r=

X ’/nir sin ((Zn —2r)a + g) +0(a?).

By this, we directly obtain (1.11). Thus the proof is complete.

We next prove (1.12). To do this, we prepare the following lemma.

Lemma 2.1. As & — oo,

(\/X)/ - _ 73/2 Z

Proof. By (2.1), we have

§(0) = (09) = g7 L(-

By (2.5), (2.6) and the argument in [1

(211) (n —r)mcos ((Zn —2r)a + %) +0(a?).

<2 > {cos((2n — 2r)a) — scos((2n — 2r)as)}.

G(a) —

, (2.7)], we have

):E/o m(w

X

{2“_3 G(a) — G(as)

1
2

1
P

(14+0(a™

a2(1

G(as) ) -3/2

— SZ)

1—3s2

g(a) — sg(as)
"8 }ds

n—1

DIDY

r=0

8000 —sg(ws) , o)

) /m a?(1—s?)
,2(1_’_0(“,

(=) (27”) M, + O(a"2).

(2.10)

(2.11)

(2.12)

(2.13)

(2.14)
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Here, by (2.13),

1 1
M, = /0 sz eos((2n — 2r)a) — scos((2n — 2r)as)} ds. (2.15)

By this and putting s = sin 0, integration by parts and using 'Hopital’s rule, we obtain

/2 1 ' .
M, = /0 0520 {cos((2n — 2r)a) — sinf cos((2n — 2r)asinB) } do (2.16)

/2
= / (tan )’ {cos((2n — 2r)a) — sinf cos((2n — 2r)asin )} db
0
— [tan 8 {cos((2nn — 2r)a) — sin B cos((2n — 2r)asin §) }]7/?
/2
—/ tan 6 { — cos 6 cos((2n — 2r)a sin )
0
+ (2n — 2r)asin 6 cos 0 sin((2n — 2r)a sin 0) }do
7T/2
= / sinf cos((2n — 2r)asin6)de
0
/2
—2n—2)a / sin? @sin( (21 — 2r)a sin 6)d6
0
=0(1) — (2n —2r)aM, ;.

Let H, («) be Struve functions. For a > 1, we have (cf. [8, p. 952])

p—1 T (m + 1) (ﬁ —2m+4v—1 o
Y — Yv il 2 2 v—2p—1 . .
H,(a) (a) + mZ::O P — + O(a ) (2.17)

By putting 8 = /2 — ¢, (2.8) and (2.17), we obtain (cf. [8, p. 425])

/2
M, = / cos? tsin((2n — 2r)a cos t)dt (2.18)
0

/2 /2
= / sin((2n — 2r)a cos t)dt — / sin? t sin((2n — 2r)a cos t)dt
0 0

= \/ZEF (;) Ho((2n —2r)a) — \/ZE <(2n—22r)1x> r (;) Hi ((2n —2r)a)

Yo((2n —2r)a) — \/2% ((Zn _221/)“> r (;) Yi((2n —2r)a) +O(a")

sin ((Zn —2r)a — g) +0 (ufl)

7T

(n—r)a
_ _% (n_nr)acos ((Zn —2r)a+ g) +0 (,x—1> .

NI= oy

By (2.14), (2.15), (2.16) and (2.18), we obtain (2.12). Thus the proof is complete. O

Proof of (1.12). By the argument in [1], we have

( A(oc))l - %A(a)‘l/zx\/(oc).
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By this, (1.11) and Lemma 2.1, we have

_zrd (F) 2
-z _3/22 <2n

Thus we obtain (1.12).

| 2

(1+0( ) (VA

\\_,/ N

Proof of (1.13). By (2.19) and Taylor expansion, we obtain

Lon(a —/ \/1+A’ )2 dx

(n —r)7cos ((Zn —2r)a + g) +0(a™2).

[ & e (Y3 e e -m

r=0,m=0

X COs ((Zn —2r)x + g) cos <(2n —2m)x + %) + O(x7/2)}dx.

Then we have two cases to consider.
(i) Let r # m. Then

dx

20 cos ((2n —2r)x + §) cos ((2n — 2m)x + §)
Sim = /zx 3

1 (2 cos ((4n—2r —2m)x + ) 1 2% cos((2r —2m)x)

x3 x3

20 g _ _ 2« —
_ 1 sin ((4n —2r Zm)x)dx—l—;/ cos((2r —2m)x)

2 o x3 x3

:::Smmﬂ +‘Sm/2-
Then by integration by parts, we obtain

1 20

2(4n — 2r — 2m) u

3 2x cos((4n — 2r — 2m)x)
2(4n —2r —2m) / x4
=0(a™d).

Srm1 = [ ! cos((4n —2r — Zm)x)}

+ dx

By the same calculation as that just above, we obtain
Srma =O0(a).
(ii) Let r = m. Then by (2.21) and (2.22), we obtain

1 /2% sin ((4n — 4r)x) 1 /21
S, = _E/ - dx+§/“ i

Therefore, by (2.20)-(2.24), we obtain

Low(a) = a + 24;5-7;[5“2 nZ <2n) (n—71)+O0(a™>"?).

Thus we obtain (1.13).

(2.19)

(2.20)

(2.21)

(2.22)

(2.23)

(2.24)

(2.25)
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3 Proof of Theorem 1.2

In this section, let k = 2n 41 (n > 1). For simplicity, we write A = A(a) = A(2n+1,a). We
use the same notations as those in Section 2. By [8, p. 31], we have

g(0) = sin 10 = 21@ i(—l)nH (2nr+ 1> sin(2n —2r +1)6, (3.1)
r=0
Gu) = /Oug(e)dG (3.2)
1 & 2 1 1
= 22]1;(:)(_1>n+r< n:‘ )W(l—cos((Zn—Zr—i-l)u)).

By (3.2), we have

G(a) ~ Glas) = 3 <1y <2n + 1> 1

= r 2n—2r+1
x {—cos((2n —2r +1)a) + cos((2n — 2r + 1)as) }. (3.3)
We first prove (1.14). By the same argument as that to obtain (2.6) and (3.3), we obtain
1 [1G(a) — G(as) 5
o 1 ¢ wir (2041 1 S
T2 2tly2 r;( ) T 2n—2r—|—1Kr+O<a )
here !~ cos((2n — 2r + 1)a) + cos((21 — 2r + 1)as)
—cos((2n —2r+1)a) 4+ cos((2n — 2r + 1)as
K, = /0 1 ds. (35)
Lemma 3.1. Asa — oo,
K, = \/(2” — 2r2+ 1) sin ((Zn —2r+1)a — in) +0(a"1/2). (3.6)
Proof. Let J+,(z) be the Bessel function. For a >> 1, we have (cf. [8, p. 929])
_ ]2 T, _t -3/2
Jov(a) = . cos (oc Fov 4> +O(a™"7). (3.7)

By putting s = sin6, t = 71/2 — 6 and using the same integration by parts as that in (2.10) and
(3.7), we obtain (cf. [8, p. 425])

/2
K= L cos((2n — 2r + 1)) + cos((2 — 2 + )asin6) }do (3.8)
0o cos*0
/2
= a(2n—2r+1)/ sin0sin((2n — 2r 4+ 1)a sin0)do
0
7w/2
= a(2n—2r+1)/ costsin((2n — 2r + 1)a cos t)dt
0

—a(2n—2r + 1)%]1((271 —2r+1)a)

T 2 3
= 2n—2r+1)a — = -172
2\/n(2n—2r+1)o¢cos <( n—2r+1)a 47T>+O(uc )

— \/n(Zn —22r +1a sin ((2n —2r+1)a — in) +0(a"1/?2).

=wa(2n—2r+1)
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This implies (3.6). Thus the proof is complete. O
Proof of (1.14). By (3.4) and Lemma 3.1, we obtain

T 1 (241
,/A(2n+1,a):2_wrz(_1)"f< ) ) (3.9)

=0

T ) 1 )
X 2(271—21’—1—1)81n<(2n_27+1)a_4n>+o(“ ).

This implies (1.14) in Theorem 1.2. O
Now we prove (1.15) and (1.16).

Lemma 3.2. For a > 1,

(\/X)/ _ \/E 0‘—3/2 ri;)(_l)w-r (27’1 + 1) MCOS <(2n —2r+ 1)“ — g)

22n+1 7 2

+0(a™?). (3.10)

Proof. Following the argument in Lemma 2.1, we calculate (2.14). By (3.1), we have

g(a) —sg(as) = 21@ i(—l)nH <2n - 1) (3.11)

r=0 r
x {sin((2n — 2r + 1)a) — ssin((2n — 2r + 1)as) }.

By this and (2.14), we have

(VM) = —%(1 +0(a b)) /O 1 \/11_7g (:‘2>(1_ng g”;s)ds +0(a?) (3.12)

1, BT = 2n+1 L
=~ (1+0(a ))g(—ﬂ””( . >Rr+O(0¢ ),

where

R, := /01 (1_152)3/2{sjn((2n —2r+1)a) —ssin((2n — 2r + 1)as) }ds. (3.13)

By this and putting s = sin 6, we obtain

/2
R, = / L {sin((2n — 27 + 1)a) — sin@sin((21 — 2r + 1)a sin ) }d6
0 cos*0
= [tan8{sin((2n — 2r + 1)a) — sinOsin((2n — 2r + 1)asin 0) }]7/2 (3.14)
7w/2
—/ tan 0{ — cos O sin((2n — 2r + 1)asin6)
0

—a(2n — 2r + 1) sin 6 cos 0 cos((2n — 2r + 1)a sin 6) }d6
=R,1+a(2n—2r+1)R,,

/2
= / sinfsin((2n — 2r — 1)a sin0)do
0

/2
+a(2n —2r+1)/ sin? 0 cos((2n — 2r + 1)a sin 0)d6.
0
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By this, (3.7), [8, p. 425] and putting t = 71/2 — 0, we obtain

/2
R,1 = / costsin((2n — 2r + 1)a cos t)dt (3.15)
0

- gh(Zn —2r+1)a)

_ T _ 23 -3/2
= \/2(211—27—}—1)04 cos ((Zn 2r+1)a 47t> +O(a™"%).

By (3.7), [8, p. 425] and putting t = 71/2 — 6, we obtain

/2
Ryp = / cos? 0 cos((2n — 2r + 1)a cos 8)d6 (3.16)
0

1 r7/2
= E/ (1 + cos26)cos((2n —2r +1)a cos 0)d6
0

1 /2 1 /2
= E/ cos((Zn—Zr—l—l)zxcosG)d@—l—E/ cos 26 cos((2n — 2r + 1)a cos 6)do
0 0

= gjo((Zn —2r+1)a) — %]2((271 —2r+1)a)

= Z\/n(Zn _227+ D <cos <(2n —2r+1)a — g) — cos <(2n —2r+1)a— 5:))
+0(a3/?)

_ T _ T -3/2
= \/2(2n—2r—|—1)zx Cos ((Zn 2r+1)a 4)+O(¢x ).

By (3.14)—(3.16), we obtain

R — \/(2n—2r+1)mx

: cos ((2n—2r +1)a— g) +O(a1?). (3.17)

By (3.12) and (3.17), we obtain

(VA) = — v w32 i(—l)"” <2n + 1> Gn=2r+1) cos ((Zn —2r+1)a — E)

22n+1 i r 2 4
+0(?). (3.18)
This implies (3.10). Thus the proof is complete. O

Proof of (1.15). By (2.19), Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2, we obtain

N(a) = 2@2{(\/@) (3.19)

¢ (e (2 (2n —2r+1)
- 22n+1,3/2 = r 2

+0(a?).

cos ((Zn —2r+1)a — g)

Thus we obtain (1.15). O
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Proof of (1.16). By (3.19) and Taylor expansion, we obtain

Lonia(a) = /a * A ()2 (3.20)

20 U L 2n+1\ /(2n—2r+1)
— 1 - -1 n+r & ey
/ {+24n+3x3 B () e

X COS ((Zn —2r+1)x — g) 2

+ O(a7/2)} dx.

By direct calculation, we obtain

O — /2a cos ((2n —2r+1)x — Z)xc?)os (2n—2m+1)x — §) " (3.21)
14
2n gi _ _ 2« —
_ 1/ sin(4n — 2r — 2m +2)xdx N 1/ cos(2r Zm)xdx
2 Ja x3 2 Ja x3

1 1
= EQm,r,l + EQm,r,Z
By integration by parts and direct calculation as that to obtain (2.22), we obtain

Qusm =03  (1<r, m<n), (3.22)
Que2=0™®)  (m#7). (3.23)

Finally, for 0 < m < n, we obtain

| P 3
Qmma = ./a w3 X = 8u2’ (3.24)
By (3.20)—(3.24), we obtain (1.16). Thus the proof is complete. O
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