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A repairable computer system model which consists of hardware and software in series is established in this paper. This study is
devoted to discussing the unique existence of the solution and the stability of the studied system. In view of ¢, semigroup theory,
we prove the existence of a unique nonnegative solution of the system. Then by analyzing the spectra distribution of the system
operator, we deduce that the transient solution of the system strongly converges to the nonnegative steady-state solution which is
the eigenvector corresponding to eigenvalue 0 of the system operator. Finally, some reliability indices of the system are provided at

the end of the paper with a new method.

1. Introduction

With the development of the modern technology and the
extensive use of the electronic products, the reliability prob-
lem of the repairable systems has become a hot topic. It is well
known that the reliability of a system is an important concept
in engineering. The high degree of reliability is usually
achieved by introducing redundancy or repairman (e.g., [1-
4]) or applying preventive maintenance (e.g., [5, 6]), optimal
inspection plans (e.g., [7-9]), or optimal replacement policy
(e.g., [10]). The aim is to increase the performance of the
system by reducing the downtime or the maintenance and
inspection cost of the system.

In the general reliability analysis of the computer system,
however, because of different characteristics of the hardware
and software, we cannot simply take the hardware and soft-
ware as a unit or two different types of units [9]. Then, it is
rare to analyze synthetically [11]. With the passage of the using
time and the number of failures increasing, the reliability of
the hardware would descend, and the repair time would be
longer [12]. During the software debugging and testing stages,
as the failures occur, potential software error is discovered
and corrected constantly which make the software reliability
grow [13]. Since the hardware failure or software failure

leads to the whole computer system failure, the computer
system can be formulated as a series system with hardware
and software (namely, hardware and software in series). There
are some obstacles to overcome to obtain the main result since
our model is more complicated than that of [11-13].

In this paper, we study a repairable computer system
which is composed of hardware and software in series. The
unique existence of the system solution is obtained by using
¢, semigroup theory. The exponential stability of the system
is further achieved by analyzing the spectrum distribution of
the system operator given by (2)-(4), which shows that the
solution to the system (2)-(4) is exponentially stable. Thus we
not only provide strict theoretical foundation for reliability
study but also make it more valuable in practice.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. In
Section 2 we formulate the mathematical model of the system
with concerned notations; in Section 3.1 we show the unique
existence of the dynamic solution of the system. In Section 3.2
we study the unique existence of the solution of the abstract
Cauchy problem corresponding to the system and present
a detailed spectral analysis of the system operator; some
steady-state reliability indices of the system are presented in
Section 4, and Section 5 concludes the paper.



2. Mathematical Model Formulation

In the reliability analysis of repair system, it is usually
assumed that the repaired units which compose system are
as good as new, and the failed units are repaired immediately.
However, in reality it is usually not the case. In real life, it is
possible that the reliability reduces after the software failure

each time. That is, the condition FS(")(t) = Fs(a”’lt) = 1-

e M >, A, > 0, and the coefficient a > 1. With
the number of repair times increasing, the failure rate is
increasing gradually. In view of the aging and accumulative
wear, the repair time will become longer and longer and
tend towards infinity; that is, the system is nonrepairable.
Therefore, we first suppose that the software is overhauled
(replaced) to be as good as new after the (N — 1)th minimal
repair, and studying the number of minimal repair before
overhaul repair is more appropriate. And we will also discuss
how its reliability will be affected by the number of minimal
repair and overhaul. In [14], the author supposed that the
software cannot be repaired as good as new and utilized the
geometric process and supplementary variable technique to
analyze the system reliability. However, the life and repair
times of the hardware and software are supposed to follow
exponential distribution. In this paper, under assumption
that the life time of the hardware and software follows expo-
nential distribution and repair time is subject to the general
distribution, we set up a mathematical model of the repairable
computer system by the supplementary variable method,
which is composed of the hardware and software in series.
The hardware is repaired to be as good as new, the software
is repaired periodically, and restored software life decreases.
After a period of time, an overhaul makes it as a new one.
The system model is formulated specifically as follows.

(i) The computer system is composed of hardware H and
software S in series.

(ii) The distribution function of the life time X, of
hardware H is Fy(t) = 1 — e Mt >0, A, > 0.

(iii) The distribution function of the life time Xé") of soft-
ware S during its nth period (e.g., the time between
the completion of its (n — 1)th repair and that of the

n—1
nth repair) is Fg (t) = Fs@'t)=1-¢" At >0,
A;>0,a>1,n=12,...,N.

(iv) Let Y, be the repair time of hardware H, Y, the repair
time of software S after its nth failure (n = 1,2, ..., N—
1), and Y; the repair time of software S after its nth
failure, respectively. Their distribution functions are

t (.
G,(t) = [} g;(0)dx = 1-¢” h# ¥ and B[] = 1/,
j=1,2,3, where ps(x) > y,(x), for all x > 0.

(v) The hardware H is repaired as good as new. The
software S is performed by a minimal repair (e.g., a
maintenance action performed on a failed system by
which its survival time is decreasing) during its nth
(n = 1,2,...,N — 1) period and an overhaul repair
(e.g., a maintenance action performed on a failed
system by which it is repaired as good as new) during
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its Nth period. The above stochastic variables are
independent of each other.

Let N(t) be the system state at time ¢, and assume all the
possible states as below.

0i (i = 1,2,..., N) the system is working.

li (i =1,2,...,N) the system is failed because the failure
hardware H is being repaired in the ith time.

2i(i=1,2,...,N) the system has in failure state because
the failure software S is being repaired minimally in the
ith time (i = 1,2,...,N — 1) and the software S is being
overhauled in the Nth time.

Then the system state space is E = {0i,1i,2i} (i =
1,2,...,N), in which the working state space is W = {0i}
(i = 1,2,...,N) and the failure state space is F = {1i,2i}
(i=12,...,N).

When N(t) = ji(j = 0,1,2;i = 1,2,...,N) supple-
ment variable Yj(t) (j = 1,2,3) which denotes the elapsed
repair time of hardware H, the elapsed minimal repair
time of software S, and its elapsed overhaul time at time ¢,
respectively, then {N(¢), Yj(t)} constitutes a matrix Markov
process whose state probabilities are defined as follows:

Py (t)=P{N(t)=0i}, i=12...,N,
P (x,t) = P{x <Y, (t) < x+dx,N(t) = i},
i=12,...,N,
P, (x,t) = P{x <Y, (t) < x +dx,N (t) = 2i},
i=12,...,N-1,
Py (x,t) = P{x < Y;(t) < x +dx, N (t) = 2N}.

)

Then by using the method of probability analysis, the system
under consideration can be formulated as the following equa-
tions:

dP_Ol ® = — (Ah + AS) Py, (t) + JOO P, (x,1) 21 (x) dx
dt 0
+ L P2N (x, t) Us (x) dx’
dP,. (t i ®
—filt( ) (M, +a lf\s) Pyi () + Jo Py (3, 1) py (x) dx

+ L Pyiyy (x, 1) py (x) dx,

i=2,3,...,N,

OP;; (x,1) . oPj; (x,t)
Ox o

—piy () Py; (%, 1)
i=12,...,N,

aPZi (X, t) + aPZi (x’ t) =—U, (X) P2i (X, t) 5

ox ot
i=1,2,...,N-1,
0P,y (x,1) 0P,y (x,1)
zgx + ZNat =~y (X) Py (5,1) .

2)
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The boundary conditions are

P;(0,t) = APy (t), i=1,2,...,N,

- 3)
P, (0,t) =a' APy (1),

i=12,...,N.
The initial conditions are
Py, (0) = 1, and the others are equal to 0. (4)
Taking into account the practical background, we assume that
0<K= sup pt]-(x)<oo,

x€[0,00)

T
J yj(x)dx<oo, 0<T< oo, (5)
0

[ee]
J Wi (x)dx =00, j=1,2,3.
0
And then, we may know that many repairs/services are
done periodically in practice. So we can suppose that the

mean of repair/service rate exists and does not equal to 0
([15,16]):

X
0<y;= limlj pj(m)dr <oo, j=12,3. (6)

x—00x Jo

3. Stability Analysis

In this section, we firstly study the unique existence of the
classical solution of the system by pure analysis method in
Section 3.1. In Section 3.2, we will formulate the problem into
a suitable Banach space. Then we explain that the system has
a unique generalized solution, and it is just the classical one
when t > 0. We also carry out a detailed spectral analysis of
the system operator A + E. Finally, the exponential stability of
the system can be readily achieved.

3.1. Unique Existence of the Classical Solution

Theorem 1. The system (2)-(4) has a unique nonnegative
solution in C[0,T], for any T > 0.

Proof. Solving (2)-(4) with the method in [17] one gets

Py (t)=e™ + Jo ki, (t =n) Py (0,1) dn
+ L ko (t = 1) Poy (0,77) dng,
Py (t)=e ™ + L ki (t =n) Py; (0,n)dn

+ L Koy (t = 1) Pag_yy (0,17) dn,

i=23...,N,

Py (0,8) = Ay (eiﬂlt + L kyy (t =n) Py (0,1) dn

+ L"" kon (£ = 1) Py (0,17) d’?) »

Py (0,t) = Ay, <3_mt + L ki (t=n) Py; (0,1)dn

+ L K-y (£ = 1) Pagyy (0,77) dﬂ) ,

i=2,3,...,N,
P, (0,8) = A, <e_”1t + LOO ky, (t=1n) P, (0,1)dn
+ LOO kan (t = 1) Poy (0,77) d’?) ,
P00 = a0, (74 "y () Py 0

+ J kai-1) (t—n) Py (0,77) d’?) >

0
i=2,3,...,N,

(7)
where

m=A,+a A,

t-n v
kli (t — ;7) = JO e_”i(t_ﬂ)niv_.[o Ml(T)dT‘Ml (V) dV,
i=12,...,N,
t-n v
ky (t—1n) = J.o ¢ Tim =, wLOIT ) (1) dv,
i=12,...,N—-1,

t-n v
k2N (t _ ’7) — j e‘”l(t—ﬂ)"ﬂ’_fo M3(T)dTM3 (v) dv.

0

With the help of (7), we can get the following convolu-
tion-type integral equation

t
P (1) =F(t)+LK(t—11)P(r1)d17, 9

where
P(t)= (P (),...., Py (), P, (0,8),..., P (0,0),

Py (0,1),..., Py (0,1)) ",
F@t)=(f (), Auf (£),A, (e—mt,ae—nzt) - .’aN—le—nNt)T’
f (t) = (e*ﬂﬂ)e*ﬂzt, o )efﬂNt) ,

Onxn KH (t - ’7) K12 (t - ’1)
Kﬁ—m=<OM1WWFw)K”U—m>

Onxn KSI (t - 7’) K32 (t - 7’)

K" (t-n)
0 0 ko (t=1)

ky (t=1) -+ 0 0

0 ko (t—n) 0 nxn



4
K* (¢ 1) = LK (¢ - 7).
K* (t-1)
0 0 Agkon(t = 1)
alky (t—n) - 0 0
0 e aNilAskz(N—l)(t -n) 0 xn

K" (t-n) = diag(kyy (t =) kyy (t=7),...,
Ky (= 1)) 0
K (t—n) = diag (Aykyy (t = 1), Apkyy (£ 1),
Ak (£ = 1)) 0
K (t—n) = diag(Aky, (t - 1), adsky (£ 7).,
aV Ak, (¢ - ;7))

nxn’

(10)

It is clear that the unique existence of the nonnegative
solution of the system (2)-(4) is equal to that of the convo-
lution-type integral equation (9). Since, for any T > 0, each
coordinate of F(t) and K(t — #) is nonnegatively bounded
function and is absolutely integrable in C[0, T'], we can obtain
that the convolution-type integral equation (9) has a unique
nonnegative solution in C[0, T'] by using the related theory
in integral equation. For this reason, the system (2)-(4) has
a unique nonnegative solution in C[0, T], for any T > 0. The
proof is complete. O

3.2. Exponential Stability. In this subsection, in order to
further study the properties of the studied system, we will
formulate the problem into a suitable Banach space. Then
we study the unique existence of its solution and explain the
exponential stability of the system by analyzing the spectrum
distribution of the system operator in detail.

Firstly, let the state space X be

X = <|P e R"x (L' (R") x L' (R"))" | IP|

, (11)
- 3P <o}
where
P=(P°P'(x),P’ (x)),
P = (P01’P02>-~-’P0N)T’
P (x) = (P (%), Py (%) ..., Py (2)) T,
P2 (x) = (Py (x), Py (X),..., Py (x)) ",
. N ; N .
Pl=Y el = YRy 512
(12)

It is obvious that X is a Banach space.
Secondly, we will introduce some operators in X.
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Consider AP = (diag(—(A), + A,), —(A, +aly), ..., —(A, +
aV A )P, diag(~(d/dx)~p (x), ..., —(d/dx)—p, (x))P' (x),
diag(—(d/dx) — p,(x),...,—(d/dx) — p,(x),—(d/dx) -
w3 (x)) P2 (x)).

Taking D(A) = {P = (P°, P'(x), P*(x)) € X | (dP}(x)/
dx) € L'(R"),j=1,2,i=1,2,...,N, P,(x) (j = 1,2,i = 1,2,
..., N) are absolutely continuous functions satisfying P(0) =
(P°, PY(0), P*(0)) = (P°, 1,,P°, A,(Pyy, aPyy, ..., a" " Pop) )},

0
Onxn El E2 1P
EP = P'(x)|, DE=X
Oann OZan Oann P2 (X)

(13)
where O,,,,, O,,,, are zero vectors and E, = diag(y,(x),
l"l (X), ] ‘Ml (x))nxn’

E,
o0
0 0 0 J ps(x) dx
0
0 J w(x)dx - 0 0
- 0
(o)
0 0 . J Hy(x) dx 0
0 nxn
(14)

Then the former equations (2)-(4) can be formulated as
an abstract Cauchy problem into the suitable Banach space
X, that is,

d
EP()t)z(A-'—E)P()t)) tZOa

P("t):(Po(t))Pl(')t)’Pz("t))a (15)
P(50) =Py =((1,0,...,0) 1, Op1> Opy ) -

Since the system (2)-(4) is rewritten as an abstract
Cauchy problem, it is necessary to prove the well-posedness
of the system (15). Next, we will prove that the system (15) has
a unique nonnegative solution by using ¢, semigroup theory.
We present the expression of the dynamic solution of the

system equation.
For convenience, we will present four useful lemmas.

Lemma 2. There exists constant L > 0 such that for any t > 0

(see [18])

[ee] x d
J o N g L, j=1,2,3. (16)
t

Lemma 3. Foranyr € {r € C| Rer > Qorr =ia, a €
R, a + 0} (see [18]),

o x
‘J U (x)e” ls (rrpy(o)dT g, | 1, j=1253 17)
0

Lemma 4. The system operator A + E is a dispersive operator
(see [19]) with dense domain.

The proof of Lemma 4 can be seen in [20-22].
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Lemma5. {r ¢ C| Rer > 0orr =ia,a € R\{0}} € p(A+E).
Proof. Firstly, for any G = (¢°, g'(x), g°(x)) € X, here g/ =

Gj1> 9> - .,g]-N)T,j =0, 1,2, considering [r] - (A+ E)]P =
G. That is,

(r+A,+Ag) Py - _L ph (x) Py (x) dx

. 18)
- L Uz (x) Py (x) dx = gop
(r +A,+ aj_l)ts) Pyj - L ph (x) Py (x) dx
0 1
- J t (x) Pyjqy (x) dx = gg s (19)
0
i=2,...,N,
d P ( P =
Ix 1j(x)+ r+ (x)) 1j(x)—g1j(x)> (20)
i=1,2,...,N,
d
Epzj () + (7 + iy (%)) Py (x) = gpj (%) @
j=23,..,N-1,
d
TN () + (r+p3 (%) Pyy (%) = gy (x). (22)
And we can suppose
P1j 0) = AhPoj, j=L2,...,N,
(23)

Py (0)=a’ APy, j=1,2,...,N.

Solving (20)-(22) with the help of (23) one gets

x x x
Pj(x) =P;(0)e Jotrw(ldn L e [H”‘(")]d”glj (1) dr,

j=12,...,N,

x x x
P (x) = Py, (0) ™ b Irrtetildn L e Ktrswaling, () ar,

i=1,2,..., N-1,

x X x
Py (x) =Py (0) ¢~ o st L o Rl g oy g
(24)

Noticing that gjl-(x) € Ll[O,oo),j =1,2,i =12,...,N,
together with Lemma 2, we know Pj,-(x) € L'[0, 00), ji=12,
i = 1,2,...,N. This implies that [r] — (A + E)] is an onto
mapping.

Secondly, we will prove that this operator is also an
injective mapping. That is, the operator equation [rI — (A +
E)]P = 0 has a unique solution 0. Set G = 0 in the former

discussion. Then we can obtain the following matrix equation
by combing (18)-(19) with (24):

r+b 0 0 —aV AW,
AW, r+b, - 0 0
0  -aA W, " 0 0
r+ by, 0
—-aVIAW,  r+by
Por 0
Foa 0
Pos 0
>< . - . b
Ponv-1) 0
Pon 0
(25)
where
bi=4 (1-W)+a A, (j=12...,N),
(26)

() x
M=Jmuwwwmﬁnf=m&
0

It is clear that

|r + bj| = |r +A,(1-W) +a"A,

> 'r +a’ ',

> e 7N > |- AW, =12, N1,

= h -9+ e

> |aN71)LS

> |—aN’1)uSW3| >0,
(27)

forr > Oorr = ia,a € R\ {0}. From Lemma 3, we can
obtain |[W;| < 1, j = 1,2,3. Thus the matrix of coefficients
of the linear equations (25) is a strictly diagonal-dominant
matrix about column. Therefore, this matrix is invertible,
which manifests that operator [rI — (A + E)] is a one-to-one
mapping.

Because [rI — (A + E)] is densely defined closed in X,
we can derive that [r] — (A + E)] ™" exists and is bounded by
recalling inverse operator theorem and closed graph theorem.
Thatis, set {r €e C| Re r > 0 orr = ia, a € R\ {0}} belongs
to the resolvent set of the system operator A + E. Thus we
complete the proof of Lemma 5. O

Theorem 6. The simple eigenvalue of system operator A + E is
0.

Proof. Firstly, we will explain that 0 is the eigenvalue of A+ E
with positive eigenvector.

Consider (A + E)P = 0 and assume that P satisfies the
boundary conditions (23). Then repeating the proof process



of the injective mapping in Lemma 5 with r = 0, we can get
the following solutions:

Py =a""Py (j=1,2...,N),

P (x) = a¥ A Pye om0 (=12, N),
Py, (x) = aN A Pyye o @I (=12, N 1),

Py (x) = a7 A Pyye o 10091,
(28)

where Py is an arbitrary real number. Then it can be derived
that Pji(x), j=12i=12,...,N,foral x € [0,00) by
taking Py > 0 without loss of generality. Since the vector

pP* = <(P51"‘-’P;N)T’ (Pfy (%), Piy (x))T’
(29)
(P (%), Pix ()")

is the positive eigenvector corresponding to eigenvalue 0 of
the system operator A + E and it is also the positive steady-
state solution of the system, here P; and P; (x), respectively,
signify Py; and Pj;(x) showed in (28), j = 1,2,i = 1,2,...,N.
In addition, it is easy to see that the geometric multiplicity of
eigenvalue 0 in X is one.

Secondly, we will explain that the algebraic multiplicity of
eigenvalue 0 is one.

Taking vector Q = (ngl’lnlxl’lrzlxl)’ here I’ = (1,1,...,
)T, j = 0,1,2. Then Q € X*. For any P € D(A + E), it is
not difficult to show that ((A + E)P,Q) = 0 by noticing the
boundary conditions. Therefore, we can deduce that (P, (A +
E)*Q) = 0, for all P ¢ X, for D(A) is dense in X. This
manifests that Q is the eigenvector of (A + E)*, the adjoint
operator of A + E, corresponding to eigenvalue 0.

In the light of [23, 24], we only need to explain that the
algebraic index of 0 in X is one. We use the reduction to
absurdity. Assume that the algebraic index of 0 is 2 without
loss of generality. Thus there exists U € X such that (A +
E)U = P*. Therefore,

(P",Q)={((A+E)U,Q) = (U,(A+E)"Q) = 0.
(30)

However,

N 2 N
(PQy =D P+ )
j=li=1

i=1 j

JOOP].,- (x)dx > 0. (31)

0

Equation (30) contradicts (31). Then the algebraic index of 0
in X is one. Then the algebraic multiplicity of 0 in X is one.
The proof of Theorem 6 is complete. 0

Lemma 5 and Theorem 6 can imply that several impor-
tant results hold. Firstly, they imply that the spectral bound
s(A+E) of A + E is zero. Secondly, Lemma 5 and Theorem 6
illustrate 0 is a strictly dominant eigenvalue of the operator
A+ E.

The following task is to verify the operator A+ E generates
some ¢, semigroups T'(t).
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Theorem 7. The system operator A+E generates a positive con-
traction ¢, semigroup T(t).

Proof. We can get the proof of Theorem 7 by the Phillips
theorem (see [25]), Lemma 4, and Lemma 5. O]

Theorem 8. The system (15) has a unique nonnegative time-
dependent solution P(-,t), which satisfies |P(-,t)|| = 1, for all
t € [0, 00).

Proof. Inview of Theorem 7 and [25], we have that the system
(15) has a unique nonnegative solution P(-,t) and it can be
expressed as

P(,t)=T(t)P,, Vte[0,00). (32)
Because P(-,t) satisfies (2)-(4), it is easy to receive that
dllP(,H)ll/dt = 0. Here [[P(, )| = IT(6)Pyll = [Pyl = 1, for all
t € [0,00).

Because P, ¢ D(A), (32) is the mild solution of the system.
However, Theorem 1 implies that the classical solution of the
system uniquely exists for ¢+ > 0. Hence, the mild solution
P(-,t) = T(t)P, is just the classical one for t > 0. Thus the
abstract Cauchy problem (15) is well posed. O

Theorem 9. The time-dependent solution of the system (2)-
(4) strongly converges to its steady-state solution. That is,
lim, _, . ,P(-,t) = P*, where P is the eigenvector corresponding
to 0 in X satisfying |P*| = 1.

Proof. In the light of Theorem 8, the nonnegative solution of
the system (2)-(4) can be expressed as P(-,t) = T(t)P,, for all
t € [0,00). Thus combing Theorem 2.10 (see [19]) together
with Theorem 12.3 in [26], we can deduce that

P(,t)=T{t)Py=(P,,Q)P* +R(t) Py = P" +R(t) P,
(33)

where Q is the same as defined in Theorem 6 and R(¢) = Ce™®
for suitable constants € > 0 and C > 0. Hence we have

[Jim P (. t) = (P, Q) P" = P". (34)

As a result, the exponential stability of the solution of the
studied system was obtained. O

Thus we show that the studied system has exponential
stability. Exponential stability is a very important property
in reliability study. We can overcome some problems readily
and deduce some better conclusions by using it. For example,
by using the property, the governors can make up their
mind how to arrange the repairman to do minimal repair or
overhaul in his work time to increase the profit of the system
benefit.

As far as such a problem is concerned, previous literatures
such as [27] only pointed out to when the profit of the
system benefit with repairman vacation in steady state is
larger than that of the classical system benefit. But this is a less
practical condition because they cannot solve the following
problems. Firstly, how long time the system will take to get
the stability state. Secondly, whether the steady-state indices
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such as steady-state availability can substitute for the transient
ones. Thirdly, what is the probability that the repairman can
carry out minimal repair.

However, by studying the exponential stability of the
system, all these problems can be solved easily. Actually, for
a given fault, the system can get to the steady state at a very
fast speed and its steady-state availability can substitute for
the dynamic one by considering a safety factor. Moreover,
P,(t) (i = 1,2,..., N) means the probability that the system
is operating normally after every minimal repair, and the
repairman is on vacation at time t > 0 and Py;(t) — Py > 0;
here P;; (i = 1,2,...,N) is the first N coordinate of the
eigenvector P* in Theorem 9. Then Theorem 9 indicates that,
after a certain time t > 0, the repairman can always be urged
to overhaul with a fixed probability to increase the total profit
of the system benefit.

4. Reliability Indices

In this section, we first present the steady-state probability
and frequency of failure of the system with traditional
method. Second, we propose the steady-state availability and
the failure frequency of the system with one new method
different from the traditional one (see [28]). And the two
methods were compared; we have the second method is more
practical and simple.

Firstly, the above equations (2) are valid for any t > 0.
Since we are interested in the steady-state behavior of our
system, we will seek the long-run probabilities which are the
solution of the following equations obtained from (2) taking
the limitsas t — oo:

(A +Ag) Py = L Py (%) iy (x)dx+J

0

(o]

Py (x) U3 (x)dx,
(/\h + ai—lAs) Py = L Py; (%) py (x) dx

+ L Py (%) py (x) dx,

d .
(E +i (x)>P1,»(x) =0, i=12,...,N,

d .
()P =0, i=1.2.N -1

d
<E + s (x)>P2N (x) =0.

(35)

Equations (35) are to be solved under the following con-
ditions:

P;(0)=A,Py, i=1,2,...,N,
. (36)
P,;(0)=da AP, i=12,...,N.

The steady-state probabilities are Py;, P;; = L:OO P;(x)dx,

Py = 0+OO P,;(x)dx, where i = 1,2,..., N, respectively. The

i

steady-state probabilities must satisfy the total probability
equation

N
Y (Py+ P+ Py) = 1. (37)

i=1

Probability and frequency of failure are given by Py =
TPy +Py)and Fy = Y7 (A, + @' APy,

Next, we obtain the steady-state availability and the
failure frequency of the system by using the proposed method
in this paper.

Theorem 10. The steady-state availability after the Nth time
repair is

N i1
S a
AVN — N : Zz—l ,
Yo, a (14 ALE) +aN 1A [(N - 1) E, + E;]
(38)
where E; = J(;)O e Iy wOAs g (1= 1,2, 3).
Proof. Let
2 N N N oo N oo
M=YYPeYp+y L P (x)dx+zL P} (x) dx
i=0i=1 i1 i1 i1

N
- {zai—l (1+A,E) +a " "A [((N-1)E, + E3]]> Py

i=1

(39)

where Py, P;i (x)(j=1,2,i=1,2,...,N) are the correspond-
ing coordinates of P* presented in (29). Then the steady-state
availability of the system can be expressed as

N *
A N = Zi=1 POi (40)
Ty (B + Py (x) + B3, (%)
- 211\271 ai—l
YN @l (14 AE) +aNIA [(N - 1) E, + E5]
(41)
where E; = Iooo ¢ Jo s g (i=1,2,3). O

From the above availability expression, the system steady-
state availability decreases with the number of the minimal
repair times increasing. So, the system steady-state availabil-
ity is gradually decreasing (for a > 1).

Theorem 11. The steady-state failure frequency after the Nth
time repair is
M Ya a "+ ANa"!

YN @l (1+A,E) +aN A [(N - 1)E, + E;]
(42)

WfN =

where E; = J(;)O e o HiSds g (i=1,2,3).



The proof of Theorem 11 is the same as Theorem 4.1 in
[28].

Of course, we can receive the formulations of the instanta-
neous reliability indices and their corresponding steady-state
values as well, such as the reliability of the system and the
probability of the repairman being busy.

As we all know, the reliability indices are ordinarily
obtained by the Tauberian theorem and Laplacian trans-
formation. However, the proposed method in this paper is
probably more simply and more valuable in some practice
applications, because the only thing needs to be considered is
the eigenvector corresponding to eigenvalue 0 of the system
operator.

In the light of these two methods, the first method is more
idealistic and does not exist in real life. Compared with the
first method, the second method is more practical and simple.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, we dealt with a repairable computer system
which composed of hardware and software in series. We were
dedicated to studying the unique existence and the exponen-
tial stability of the solution of the system. The exponential
stability of the system guaranteed that the stability of the
system was not easy to be affected by some factors such as
failure rate and repair rate. And we presented a new method
to receive the steady-state indices of the system by using
the eigenvector corresponding to eigenvalue 0 of the system
operator. It was more simple and practical than the traditional
one.

However, it was well known that it was difficult or even
impossible to obtain the time-dependent solution and the
dynamic indices of the system. This paper presented a new
method to overcome these problems from the view point of
theory.
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