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The long continued popularlty of MCGUFFEY'S
READERS is sufficient evidence of the positive merits of
the books. The aim of this revision has been to preserve
unimpaired the distinctive features of the series, and at the
same time to present the matter in a new dress, with new
type, new illustrations, and with a considerable amount of
new matter.

Spelling exercises are continued through the first half of
the THIRD READER. These exercises, with those furnished
in the two lower books, are exhaustive of the words
employed in the reading lessons. Words are not repeated in
the vocabularies.

In the latter half of the book, definitions are introduced. It
IS hoped that the teacher will extend this defining exercise to
all the words of the lesson liable to be misunderstood. The
child should define the word in his own language sufficiently
to show that he has a mastery of the word in its use.

Drills in articulation and emphasis should be given with
every lesson. The essentials of good reading are not to be
taught by one or two lessons. Constant drill on good
exercises, with frequent exhibitions of the correct method
from the teacher, will be found more effectual than any form
prescribed in type.

If the pupils are not familiar with the diacritical marks,
they should be carefully taught; such instruction constitutes
an excellent drill on articulation, and enables the pupils to
use the dictionary with intelligence.

Copyright, 1879, by VAN ANTWERP, BRAGG & Co.
Copyright, 1896, by AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY.
Copyright, 1907 and 1920, by H. H. VAIL.
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INTRODUCTION.
ARTICULATION.

A distinct articulation can only be gained by constant and
careful practice of the elementary sounds.

Whenever a word is imperfectly enunciated, the teacher
should call attention to the sounds composing the spoken
word.

If the pupil fails to sound any element correctly, as in the
case of lisping, the fault can be overcome by calling
attention to the correct position of the organs of speech, and
insisting upon exact execution. Except in case of
malformation of these organs, every pupil should sound each
element correctly before such drill should cease.

TABLE OF VOCALS.

LONG SOUNDS.

- i 2 ; Long Sounds

B 8 10 a1, €, as In érr. Sound [asin Sound [asin

4, ‘“ edre. L % s a ate e err

a, ‘ arm. 5, “ ode. a care | ice

a, « last. _1, i S a arm 0 ode
a |ast u tune

a, “ all @, “ birn. a all u burn

e, *‘ eve, oo, * fool. e eve 00 fool
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4, as In am.

&,

=i
wa

ol,

1

4

as 1n oil.

0, as in odd.

SHORT SOUNDS.
elm. ' i, ¢
in. i oo, ®
DIPHTHONGS.
] ou, as
TABLE OF SUBVOCALS.

ag In hib.

ek

did.
gig.
jug.
nine.
malm.

hang.

v, a8 in

th 44
7‘1
? (11
|
r s
i
Wr
'rir:r kg
¥

1, ag in lall.

TABLE OF ASPIRATES.

fife.
him.
ealke,
pipe.
same,.

up.
look.

1n out.

valve.
this.
Zine.
azure.
rare.

3

yet.

t, as In tért.

gl
ch,

th,
wh,

¥

she.
chat.
thiek.

W h':ﬁ ;

Short Sounds

am 0 odd
e end u up
[ in 00 look

Diphthongs
oi oil ou out
Table of Subvocals
Sound asin Sound asin
b bib Vv valve
d did th this
g 0ig z zinc
] jug z azure
n nine r rare
m maim we
ng hang y yet
I [ull
Table of Aspirates

f fife t tart
h him sh she
k cake ch chat
p pipe th thick
S same wh why
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NOTE.-The above forty-five sounds are those most

employed in the English language. Some of these sounds are
represented by other letters, as shown in the following table.

TABLE OF SUBSTITUTES.

a, for 0, as in
é, ﬁ.] i
g = &5
i, ‘oA (1
. % & #
T
;O iy
0 o0 @
. (17 {:!-'_. Ll
o, ¥ a n
W Y b
) T = P
5,-: 1 Ij 1)

what.
thére.
feint.
polige.
sir.
801.
to.
wolf,
fork.
work.
full.
rude.

fy.

¥, for 1, as in myth.

€,
LI

5l

¢ch,

gh,

ph,
qu,

ik

1

qu, for kw, as in

EXERCISES IN ARTICULATION.

k,
"

1

sh,

quit.

W

bk

ki

i

€in.
clte.
chaise,
ehaos.
frém.
ink.
as.
sure,
exiet.
laugh.
phlox.

pique.

The following exercises may be used for drill after the

tables are fully understood. Pronounce the word first; then,

the sound indicated.

Substitutes

Sub |for |asin Sub |for |asin
a 0 what y I myth
e a there c k can

e a feint c S cite

[ e police ch sh chaise
[ e Sir ch k chaos
0 u son g ] gem
o] o0 |to n ng ink

0 oo | wolf S z as

0 a fork S sh sure
0 work X gz exact
u oo | full gh f laugh
u 00 |rude ph f phlox
y [ fly qu k pique
qu kw | quit




a—ate,
a—at,
d—cire,
4 Arm,
a—ask,
0 — 20,
6 —haét,
0 —1[1_:“
O —a0mn,

O — W0 | f.}

&0 —fool,

G0 — oo,
{':-i -—GI“.
oy — oy,
on — out,

OW oW,
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EXERCISE |I.
fate. e—me,
hat. : & — met,
andre. 8 —hér,
barn. 1 —Iige,
past. 1 —1n
(uart. ] —air,
EXEROTZSE 1L
ode. ' i —nor,
plot. ‘ i— fise,
MOVE. ‘ il —1is,
dime, i — put,

‘L'i'lr}lljiill

EXERCISE

IO,

fijot.
boil.
Joy.

loud

nwl.

i1 —biirn.

[TT.

h —bhabe,

i —did,
f —1&

hi —Hit,
j .i*-l',"!"!

shé.
wil L
jérk.
kite.
bit.

firm.

maormn.

tiine.

t1ih.

pull.

Ill'g_'{‘!.

Bible.

s :Ihi}-'.

—t,

‘ife.

I-']

-

.‘_._
=1

how.

larde,

Exercise I.
Sound | Examples Sound | Examples
a ate fate e me she
a at hat e met well
a care | snare e her jerk
a arm | barn i ice kite
a ask past i in bit
a all quart i Sir firm
Exercise I1.
Sound | Examples Sound | Examples
0 go ode 0 nor morn
0 hot plot u use tune
0 do move u us tub
0 son done u put pull
0 wolf | woman u burn | urge
Exercise I11.
Sound | Examples Sound | Examples
00 fool | moon b babe | Bible
00 good | foot d did dandy
oi oil boil f if fife
oy toy |joy g gag 9ig
ou out loud h hit how
ow now | owl ] jay large




k —kite,

1 —1lad,

m— mé'am,
n —In,

P apple,

r —rire,

Bl —blade,
Br —hrad,
Bz —ribs,
Ch —chit,
DI —ladle,
Dr —drab,
Ds —ridg,

Pl —plate,
Pr —pray,
Sh —shall,
Sl slap,
Sm — smart,
N — snare,

Sp —spin,
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EXERCISE IV.

ean.
E}iil.
mim.
nine.
pipe.

roar.

s —sance.
o t_ﬁ.t.!
¥ —van,
W — win,
¥ — yés,
% —H1Ze,

EXERCIAE V.

bled.
hride.
fiba.
rich.
saddle.
drone.

Jlfltirju.

Dw — dweéll,
I flat,

Fr — frame,

Fs — miiffs,
1 —glad,
(ir — oreat,

Kn knee,

EXERCISE VI.

lﬂﬁt,
prane.
chaise,
alow.
smite.
BNOW.

apoil.

| 8q —squat,
St —stand,
Sw —awarm,

Th —thick,
| Th —thine,
Tw twice,

| Wh

wheén,

rige.
total.
love.
wide.
you.

wise.

dwarf
flee.
fry.
laughs.
Slide.
STOW,

ko,

squirm.

stone.
swim.
thin.
with.
tweénty
which

ExerciselV.
Sound | Examples Sound Examples
K Kite can S sauce | rice
I lad pill t tat total
m ma'am | mum v van love
n in nine w win wide
p apple | pipe y yes |you
r rare roar y4 size |wise
Exercise V.
Sound | Examples Sound Examples
Bl blade bled Dw dwell | dwarf
Br brad bride Fl flat flee
Bs robs fibs Fr frame | fry
Ch chat rich Fs muffs | laughs
DI ladle saddle | Gl glad glide
Dr drab drone | Gr grate | grow
Ds rids buds Kn knee | know
Exercise VI.
Sound | Examples Sound Examples
Pl plate plot Sq sguat squirm
Pr pray prone | St stand stone
Sh shall chaise | Sw swarm | swim
Sl slap slow Th thick thin
Sm smart smite Th thine with
Sn snare snow Tw twice |twenty
Sp spin spoil Wh when which
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EMPHASIS.

NOTE.--1f the pupil has received proper oral instruction,
he has been taught to understand what he has read, and has
already acquired the habit of emphasizing words. He is now
prepared for a more formal introduction to the SUBJECT of
emphasis, and for more particular attention to its first
PRINCIPLES. This lesson, and the examples given, should
be repeatedly practiced.

In reading and in talking, we always speak some words
with more force than others. We do this, because the
meaning of what we say depends most upon these words.

If 1 wish to know whether it is George or his brother who
issick, | speak the words George and brother with more
force than the other words. | say, Isit George or his brother
who is sick?

This greater force with which we speak the words is called
EMPHASIS.

The words upon which emphasis is put, are sometimes
printed in slanting letters, called Italics,* and sometimes in
CAPITALS.

The words printed in Italics in the following questions and
answers, should be read with more force than the other
words, that is, with emphasis.

Did you ride to town yesterday? No, my brother, did.
Did yon ride to town yesterday? No, | walked.

* |talics are also used for other purposes, though most
frequently for emphasis.
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Did you ride to town yesterday? No, | went into the
country.

Did you ride to town yesterday? No, | went the day before.

Have you seen James or John lately? | have seen James,
but not John.

Did you say there were four eggs in the nest, or three?
There were only three eggs, not four.

Were the eggs white or blue? The eggs were white, not
blue.

Had the boy a hat on his head, or a cap? He had a cap on,
not a hat.

PUNCTUATION.

Punctuation should be thoroughly studied by the pupil, in
order that he may become perfectly familiar with the marks
and pauses found in the reading lessons of this volume.

MARKS AND PAUSES.

These marks are used to point off written or printed matter
into sentences and parts of sentences, and thus to assist the
reader in obtaining the meaning of the writer. They seldom
indicate the length of the pause to be made; this must be
determined by the sense.

A Hyphen (-) is used between syllables in a word divided at
the end of aline; as, "be-cause," "ques-tion," and between the
parts of a compound word; as,

Rocking-chair, good-by.

We do this, be-
cause the ...

...following ques-
tions and ...
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The Comma (,), Semicolon (;), and Colon (:) mark
grammatical divisions in a sentence; as,
God is good; for he gives us all things.
Be wise to-day, my child: 't is madness to defer.

A Period (.) is placed at the end of a sentence; as,
God is love. Life is short.
Or is used after an abbreviation; as,
Dr. Murphy. Jan. 10, 1879.

An Interrogation Point (?) denotes a question; as,
Has he come? Who are you?

An Exclamation Point (!) denotes strong feeling; as,
O Absalom! my son! my son!

The Dash (--) is used where there is a sudden break or
pause in a sentence; as,
The truth has power--such is God's will--to make us better.

Quotation Marks (" ") denote the words of another; as,
God said, "Let there be light."

An Apostrophe (') denotes that a letter or letters are left
out; as,
O'er, for over; 'tis, for it is.
And is also used to show ownership; as,
The man's hat. Helen's book.
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LESSON I.

i R
|'|[I|.|- Ill
Flll i

AL

&i'ther triekle fin'gied mr mur
gloss'y  #n'tered shép'herd  chiést'nuts

THE SHEPHERD BOY.

1. Little Roy led his sheep down to pasture,
And his cows, by the side of the brook;

. w (i |_. .

re fdet’ed
eom mand’

(13)

either
glossy

trickle
entered

fancied
shepherd

murmur
chestnuts

reflected
command
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But his cows never drank any water,
And his sheep never needed a crook.

. For the pasture was gay as a garden,
And it glowed with a flowery red;

But the meadows had never a grass blade,
And the brooklet--it slept in its bed:

. And it lay without sparkle or murmur,
Nor reflected the blue of the skies;

But the music was made by the shepherd,
And the sparkle was all in his eyes.

. Oh, he sang like a bird in the summer!
And, if sometimes you fancied a bleat,

That, too, was the voice of the shepherd,
And not of the lambs at his feet.

. And the glossy brown cows were so gentle
That they moved at the touch of his hand

O'er the wonderful, rosy-red meadow,
And they stood at the word of command.

. So he led all his sheep to the pasture,
And his cows, by the side of the brook;
Though it rained, yet the rain never pattered
O'er the beautiful way that they took.

. And it was n't in Fairyland either,
But a house in the midst of the town,
Where Roy, as he looked from the window,
Saw the silvery drops trickle down.

Brooklet- Small brook or stream.
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8. For his pasture was only a table,
With its cover so flowery fair,
And his brooklet was just a green ribbon,
That his sister had lost from her hair.

9. And his cows were but glossy horse-chestnuts,
That had grown on his grandfather's tree;
And his sheep only snowy-white pebbles,
He had brought from the shore of the sea.

10. And at length when the shepherd was weary,
And had taken his milk and his bread,
And his mother had kissed him and tucked him,
And had bid him "good night" in his bed,;

11. Then there entered his big brother Walter,
While the shepherd was soundly asleep,
And he cut up the cows into baskets,
And to jackstones turned all of the sheep.

Emily S. Oakey.

LESSON II.

eoiin'try Froves log'ing §ngEar freez’es
JOHNNY'S FIRST SNOWSTORM.

1. Johnny Reed was a little boy who never
had seen a snowstorm till he was six years old.
Before this, he had lived in a warm country,
where the sun shines down on beautiful

Jackstones - Game of jacks; a piece used for
playing jacks.

country groves losing sugar freezes
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orange groves, and fields always sweet with flowers.

2. But now he had come to visit his grandmother, who
lived where the snow falls in winter. Johnny was standing at
the window when the snow came down.

3. "O mamma!" he cried, joyfully, "do come quick, and
see these little white birds flying down from heaven."

4. "They are not birds, Johnny," said mamma, smiling.

5. "Then maybe the little angels are losing their feathers!
Oh! do tell me what it is; isit sugar? Let me taste it," said
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Johnny. But when he tasted it, he gave a little jump--it was
so cold.

6. "That is only snow, Johnny," said his mother.
7. "What is snow, mother?"

8. "The snowflakes, Johnny, are little drops of water that
fall from the clouds. But the air through which they passis
so cold it freezes them, and they come down turned into
snow."

9. As she said this, she brought out an old black hat from
the closet. "See, Johnny! | have caught a snowflake on this
hat. Look quick through this glass, and you will see how
beautiful it is."

10. Johnny looked through the glass. There lay the pure,
feathery snowflake like alovely little star.

11. "Twinkle, twinkle, little star!" he cried in delight. "Oh!
please show me more snow-flakes, mother."

12. So his mother caught several more, and they were all
beautiful .

13. The next day Johnny had a fine play in the snow, and
when he carne in, he said, "I love snow; and | think
snowballs are a great deal prettier than oranges.”
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LESSON llIl.
daugh’ter quétnch wréeathsg biit'ter thirst'y
LET IT RAIN.

Rose. See how it rains! Oh dear, dear, dear! how dull it is!
Must | stay in doors all day?

Father. Why, Rose, are you sorry that you had any bread
and butter for breakfast, this morning?

Rose. Why, father, what a question! | should be sorry,
indeed, if | could not get any.

Father. Are you sorry, my daughter, when you see the
flowers and the trees growing in the garden?

Rose. Sorry? No, indeed. Just now, | wished very much to
go out and see them,--they look so pretty.

Father. Well, are you sorry when you see the horses,
cows, or sheep drinking at the brook to quench their thirst?

Rose. Why, father, you must think | am a cruel girl, to
wish that the poor horses that work so hard, the beautiful
cows that

daughter  quench

wreaths

butter

thirsty
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give so much nice milk, and the pretty lambs should always
be thirsty.

Father. Do you not think they would die, if they had no
water to drink?

Rose. Yes, sir, | am sure they would. How shocking to
think of such a thing!

Father. | thought little Rose was sorry it rained. Do you
think the trees and flowers would grow, if they never had
any water on them?

Rose. No, indeed, father, they would be dried up by the
sun. Then we should not have any pretty flowers to look at,
and to make wreaths of for mother.

Father. | thought you were sorry it rained. Rose, what is
our bread made of?

Rose. It is made of flour, and the flour is made from
wheat, which is ground in the mill.

Father. Yes, Rose, and it was rain that helped to make the
wheat grow, and it was water that turned the mill to grind the
wheat. | thought little Rose was sorry it rained.

Rose. | did not think of all these things, father. I am truly
very glad to see the rain falling.
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LESSON IV.

in'ger efa'tle foun da'tion rit'tling tow'er
dis may’  si'fa In'ter #st ed pilg'sion pile
mim'ie ndd'ded  ex eliimod’ al réad’y spilled

ﬁgi.g?ﬂ

& L e
AR LRI

CASTLE-BUILDING.

1. "O pussy!" cried Herbert, in a voice of anger and
dismay, as the blockhouse he was building fell in sudden
ruin. The playful cat had rubbed against his mimic castle,

anger  castle  foundation
dismay sofa interested
mimic nodded exclaimed

rattling
passion
already

tower
pile
spilled
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and tower and wall went rattling down upon the floor.

2. Herbert took up one of the blocks and threw it fiercely
at pussy. Happily, it passed over her and did no harm. His
hand was reaching for another block, when his little sister
Hetty sprang toward the cat, and caught her up.

3. "No, no, no!" said she, "you sha'n't hurt pussy!
She did n't mean to do it!"

4. Herbert's passion was over quickly, and, sitting down
upon the floor, he covered his face with his hands, and began
to cry.

5. "What a baby!" said Joe, his elder brother, who was
reading on the sofa. "Crying over spilled milk does no good.
Build it up again."

6. "No, | won't," said Herbert, and he went on crying.

7. "What's all the trouble here?" exclaimed papa, as he
opened the door and came in.

8. "Pussy just rubbed against Herbert's castle, and it fell
down," answered Hetty. "But she did n't mean to do it; she
did n't know it would fall, did she, papa?"

9. "Why, no! And is that all the trouble?"

Hetty - Henrietta
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10. "Herbert!" his papa called, and held out his hands.
"Come." The little boy got up from the floor, and came
slowly, his eyes full of tears, and stood by his father.

11. "There is a better way than this, my boy," said papa.
"If you had taken that way, your heart would have been light
already. | should have heard you singing over your blocks
instead of crying. Shall I show you that way?"

12. Herbert nodded his head, and papa sat down on the
floor by the pile of blocks, with his little son by his side, and
began to lay the foundation for a new castle.

LESSON V.
string pia'per éa'ger Iy diished chse string paper
erdsh dish'es re tirt'ed atn'tenge tray crash  dishes

eagerly
retorted

dashed
sentence

ease
tray

CASTLE-BUILDING.
(CONCLUDED)

1. Soon, Herbert was as much interested in castle-building
as he had been alittle while before. He began to sing over
his work. All his trouble was gone.
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2. "Thisis a great deal better than crying, is n't it?" said
papa.

3. "Crying for what?" asked Herbert, forgetting his grief
of a few minutes before.

4. "Because pussy knocked your castle over."

5. "Oh!" A shadow flitted across his face, but was gone in
a moment, and he went on building as eagerly as ever.

6. "I told him not to cry over spilled milk," said Joe,
looking down from his place on the sofa.

7. "1 wonder if you did n't cry when your kite string
broke," retorted Herbert.

8. "Losing a kite is quite another thing," answered Joe, a
little dashed. "The kite was gone forever; but your blocks
were as good as before, and you had only to build again.”

9. "l do n't see," said papa, "that crying was of any more
use in your case then in Herbert's. Sticks and paper are easily
found, and you had only to go to work and make another
kite." Joe looked down at his book, and went on reading. By
this time the castle was finished.

10. "It is ever so much nicer than the one
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pussy knocked down," said Hetty. And so thought Herbert,
as he looked at it proudly from all sides.

11. "If pussy knocks that down, I'l1-"

12. "Build it up again,” said papa, finishing the sentence
for his little boy.

13. "But, papa, pussy must not knock my castles down. |
can't have it," spoke out Herbert, knitting his forehead.

14. "You must watch her, then. Little boys, as well as
grown up people, have to be often on their guard. If you go
into the street, you have to look out for the carriages, so as
not to be run over, and you have to keep out of people's way.

15. "In the house, if you go about heedlessly, you will be
very apt to run against some one. | have seen a careless child
dash suddenly into a room just as a servant was leaving it
with a tray of dishesin her hands. A crash followed."
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16. "It was |, was n't it?" said Hetty.

17."Yes, | believe it was, and | hope it will never happen
again."

18. Papa now left the room, saying, "l do n't want any
more of this crying over spilled milk, as Joe says. If your
castles get knocked down, build them up again."

LESSON VI.
tedr dai'ly hin‘or tongues gug pi‘cion
én'vy forped prompt ma [f'eintis  to-mir'row

LEND A HAND.

Somd a hamd, Lo one amelhan

dm the m::wfﬂg Lok of We;

Whaem we maatd a weako duelhon,
Lol wbd helpy hm, ims The saife.
dhone 1 reme so Meh ful many,
dn his v, be Jorveed, 1o roviow;
Omd. The ey mams ol Lo-dany
M tecome sou oun Lo-mervuew.

tear daily honor tongues
envy forced prompt malicious

suspicion
to-morrow

Lend a hand to one another
Inthe daily toil of life

When we meet a weaker brother,
Let us help him in the strife
There is none so rich but may

In histurn, be forced to borrow;

And the poor man's | ot to-day

May become our own to-morrow.
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Many become oun cwn Lo-movvow

2.

Lend a hand to one another;

When malicious tongues have thrown

Dark suspicion on your brother,
Be not prompt to cast a stone.
There is none so good but may
Run adrift in shame and sorrow,
And the good man of to-day

May become the bad to-morrow.

3.
Lend a hand to one another:
In the race for Honor's crown;
Should it fall upon your brother,
Let not envy tear it down.
Lend a hand to all, we pray,
In their sunshine or their sorrow;

And the prize they've won today

May become our own to-morrow.
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LESSON VII.
false'ly at ténd’ tra'ant ein’duet thére'fore
guilt'y haste rég'a lar strig gled ig'no rant
THE TRUANT.

1. James Brown was ten years old when his parents sent
him to school. It was not far from his home, and therefore
they sent him by himself.

2. But, instead of going to school, he was in the habit of
playing truant. He would go into the fields, or spend his time
with idle boys.

3. But this was not all. When he went home, he would
falsely tell his mother that he had been to school, and had
said his lessons very well.

4. One fine morning, his mother told James to make haste
home from school, for she wished, after he had come back,
to take him to his aunt's.

5. But, instead of minding her, he went off to the water,
where there were some boats. There he met plenty of idle
boys.

6. Some of these boys found that James

conduct
struggled

falsely  attend truant
guilty haste regular

therefore
ignorant

Truant--Absent without permission from
school, work or duty.
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had money, which his aunt had given him; and he was led by
them to hire a boat, and to go with them upon the water.

7. Little did James think of the danger into which he was
running. Soon the wind began to blow, and none of them
knew how to manage the boat.

8. For some time, they struggled against the wind and the
tide. At last, they became so tired that they could row no
longer.

9. A large wave upset the boat, and they were all thrown
into the water. Think of James Brown, the truant, at this
time!

10. He was far from home, known by no one. His parents
were ignorant of his danger.
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He was struggling in the water, on the point of being
drowned.

11. Some men, however, saw the boys, and went out to
them in a boat. They reached them just in time to save them
from a watery grave.

12. They were taken into a house, where their clothes
were dried. After awhile, they were sent home to their
parents.

13. James was very sorry for his conduct, and he was
never known to be guilty of the same thing again.

14. He became regular at school, learned to attend to his
books, and, above all, to obey his parents perfectly.

LESSON VIII.

stroke bég Bar stréaks need'ful eoun'sel stroke beggar

streak s

needful

counsel

THE WHITE KITTEN.

1. My little white kitten's asleep on my knee;
As white as the snow or the lilies is she;
She wakes up with a pur
When | stroke her soft fur:
Was there ever another white kitten like her?
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2. My little white kitten now wants to go out
And frolic, with no one to watch her about;
"Little kitten," | say,
"Just an hour you may stay,
And be careful in choosing your places to play."

i

A i ARl R N

3. But night has come down, when | hear a loud "mew;"
| open the door, and my kitten comes through;
My white kitten! ah me!
Can it really be she--
This ill-looking, beggar-like cat that | see?

4. What ugly, gray streaks on her side and her back!
Her nose, once as pink as a rosebud, is black!
Oh, I very well know,
Though she does not say so,
She has been where white kittens ought never to go.
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5. If little good children intend to do right,
If little white kittens would keep themselves white,

It is needful that they
Should this counsel obey,
And be careful in choosing their places to play.

pre fer’
diimb
height

ob tain’

LESSON IX.
trip’ per for'ward g Gl al
chiéf'ly pnaw g A mer'y ed
pir'pose  tight'er re mind ed

eiviofs  inhi'man  inelid'ing

THE BEAVER.

dis thrling
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1. The beaver is found chiefly in North America. It is

about three and a half feet long, including the flat, paddle-

shaped tail, which is a foot in length.

2. The long, shining hair on the back is chestnut-colored,

while the fine, soft fur that lies next the skin, is grayish

brown.

3. Beavers build themselves most curious huts to live in,
and quite frequently a great number of these huts are placed

close together, like the buildings in a town.

4. They always build their huts on the banks of rivers or

lakes, for they swim much

prefer
dumb

height
obtain

trapper
chiefly
purpose
curious

forward
gnawing
tighter
inhuman

material
America
reminded
including

disturbing
cautiously
frequently
constructed
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more easily than they walk, and prefer moving about in the
water.

5. When they build on the bank of a running stream, they
make a dam across the stream for the purpose of keeping the
water at the height they wish.

6. These dams are made chiefly of mud, and stones, and
the branches of trees. They are sometimes six or seven
hundred feet in length, and are so constructed that they look
more like the work of man than of little dumb beasts.

7. Their huts are made of the same material as the dams,
and are round in shape. The walls are very thick, and the
roofs are finished off with a thick layer of mud, sticks, and
leaves.

8. They commence building their houses late in the
summer, but do not get them finished before the early frosts.
The freezing makes them tighter and stronger.

9. They obtain the wood for their dams and huts by
gnawing through the branches of trees, and even through the
trunks of small ones, with their sharp front teeth. They peel
off the bark, and lay it up in store for winter food.
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10. The fur of the beaver is highly prized. The men who
hunt these animals are called trappers.

11. A gentleman once saw five young beavers playing.
They would leap on the trunk of atree that lay near a beaver
dam, and would push one another off into the water.

12. He crept forward very cautiously, and was about to
fire on the little creatures; but their amusing tricks reminded
him so much of some little children he knew at home, that he
thought it would be inhuman to kill them. So he left them
without even disturbing their play.

3,3
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LESSON X.
sign miirks piir'gels v&n'ture in quire’ sign marks
chalk rul'ing draw'ing ple’tures eon fiiged" chalk ruling

parcels
drawing

venture
pictures

inquire
confused

THE YOUNG TEACHER.

1. Charles Rose lived in the country with his father, who
taught him to read and to write.

2. Mr. Rose told his son that, when his morning lessons
were over, he might amuse himself for one hour as he
pleased.

3. There was ariver near by. On its bank stood the hut of a
poor fisherman, who lived by selling fish.

4. His careful wife kept her wheel going early and |ate.
They both worked very hard to keep themselves above want.

5. But they were greatly troubled lest their only son
should never learn to read and to write. They could not teach
him themselves, and they were too poor to send him to
school.

6. Charles called at the hut of this fisherman one day, to
inquire about his dog, which was missing.
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7. He found the little boy, whose name was Joe, sitting by
the table, on which he was making marks with a piece of
chalk. Charles asked him whether he was drawing pictures.

8. "No, | am trying to write," said little Joe, "but | know
only two words. Those | saw upon a sign, and | am trying to
write them."

9. "If | could only learn to read and write," said he, "I
should be the happiest boy in the world."
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10. "Then | will make you happy," said Charles. "I am
only alittle boy, but | can teach you that.

11. "My father gives me an hour every day for myself.
Now, if you will try to learn, you shall soon know how to
read and to write."

12. Both Joe and his mother were ready to fall on their
knees to thank Charles. They told him it was what they
wished above all things.

13. So, on the next day when the hour came, Charles put
his book in his pocket, and went to teach Joe. Joe learned
very fast, and Charles soon began to teach him how to write.

14. Some time after, a gentleman called on Mr. Rose, and
asked him if he knew where Charles was. Mr. Rose said that
he was taking a walk, he supposed.

15. "I am afraid,” said the gentleman, "that he does not
always amuse himself thus. | often see him go to the house
of the fisherman. | fear he goes out in their boat."

16. Mr. Rose was much troubled. He had told Charles that
he must never venture on the river, and he thought he could
trust him.
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17. The moment the gentleman left, Mr. Rose went in
search of his son. He went to the river, and walked up and
down, in hope of seeing the boat.

18. Not seeing it, he grew uneasy. He thought Charles
must have gone a long way off. Unwilling to leave without
learning something of him, he went to the hut.

19. He put his head in at the window, which was open.
There a pleasant sight met his eyes.

20. Charles was at the table, ruling a copybook Joe was
reading to him, while his mother was spinning in the corner.

21. Charles was a little confused. He feared his father
might not be pleased; but he had no need to be uneasy, for
his father was delighted.

22. The next day, his father took him to town, and gave
him books for himself and Joe, with writing paper, pens, and
ink.

23. Charles was the happiest boy in the world when he
came home. He ran to Joe, his hands filled with parcels, and
his heart beating with joy.
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LESSON XI.

i'ron (iurn)
eye’ lids
forgee

in ténse’

THE BLACKSMITH.

Clink, clink, clinkerty clink!

We begin to hammer at morning's blink,
And hammer away
Till the busy day,

Like us, aweary, to rest shall sink.

Clink, clink, clinkerty clink!

From labor and care we never will shrink;
But our fires we'll blow
Till our forges glow

With light intense, while our eyelids wink.

iron (i'urn) clinkerty

eyelids shrink
forge labor
intense hammer




THIRD READER. 39

3. Clink, clink, clinkerty clink;
The chain we'll forge with many a link.
We'll work each form
While the iron is warm,
With strokes as fast as we can think.

4. Clink, clink, clinkerty clink!
Our faces may be as black as ink,
But our hearts are true
As man ever knew,
And kindly of all we shall ever think.

LESSON XII.
shink griv'el n vit'ed as gure’ eon tin‘tied shook gravel
plints biir'derg en joyed' méd'dle ad miring plants borders

invited assure continued
enjoyed meddle admiring

A WALK IN THE GARDEN.

1. Frank was one day walking with his mother, when they
came to a pretty garden. Frank looked in, and saw that it had
clean gravel walks, and beds of beautiful flowers all in
bloom.

2. He called to his mother, and said, "Mother, come and
look at this pretty garden. | wish | might open the gate, and
walk in."
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3. The gardener, being near, heard what Frank said, and
kindly invited him and his mother to come into the garden.

4. Frank's mother thanked the man. Turning to her son,
she said, "Frank, if | take you to walk in this garden, you
must take care not to meddle with anything in it."

5. Frank walked along the neat gravel paths, and looked at
everything, but touched nothing that he saw.

6. He did not tread on any of the borders, and was careful
that his clothes should not brush the tops of the flowers, lest
he might break them.
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7. The gardener was much pleased with Frank, because he
was so careful not to do mischief. He showed him the seeds,
and told him the name of many of the flowers and plants.

8. While Frank was admiring the beauty of a flower, a boy
came to the gate, and finding it locked, he shook it hard. But
it would not open. Then he said, "Let me in; let me in; will
you not let me in this garden?"

9. "No, indeed," said the gardener, "I will not let you in, |
assure you; for when | let you in yesterday, you meddled
with my flowers, and pulled some of my rare fruit. | do not
choose to let a boy into my garden who meddles with the
plants.”

10. The boy looked ashamed, and when he found that the
gardener would not let him in, he went slowly away.

11. Frank saw and felt how much happier a boy may be by
not meddling with what does not belong to him.

12. He and his mother then continued their walk in the
garden, and enjoyed the day very much. Before they left, the
gardener gave each of them some pretty flowers.
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LESSON XIII.
wolf grieved sleeve neigh’bors ear'nest wolf  grieved
fix'eg eliibg ir'der sip'ple de stroy’ axes clubs
THE WOLF.

1. A boy was once taking care of some sheep, not far from
aforest. Near by was a village, and he was told to call for
help if there was any danger.

2. One day, in order to have some fun, he cried out, with
all his might, "The wolf is coming! the wolf is coming!"

3. The men came running with clubs and axes to destroy
the wolf. As they saw nothing they went home again, and
left John laughing in his sleeve.

4. As he had had so much fun this time, John cried out
again, the next day, "The wolf! the wolf!"

5. The men came again, but not so many as the first time.
Again they saw no trace of the wolf; so they shook their
heads, and went back.

6. On the third day, the wolf came in earnest. John cried in
dismay, "Help! help!
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the wolf! the wolf!" But not a single man came to help him.

7. The wolf broke into the flock, and killed

a great many sheep. Among them was a beautiful lamb,
which belonged to John.

8. Then he felt very sorry that he had deceived his friends
and neighbors, and grieved over the loss of his pet lamb.

The truth itself is not believed,
From one who often has deceived.
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LESSON XIV.

m#l'ody  unnd'ticed miid'est  eon tEnt’ Gri'gie

THE LITTLE BIRD'S SONG.

1. A little bird, with feathers brown,
Sat singing on a tree;

The song was very soft and low,
But sweet as it could be.

2. The people who were passing by,
Looked up to see the bird

melody

unnoticed

modest

content

Gracie
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That made the sweetest melody
That ever they had heard.

. But all the bright eyes looked in vain;
Birdie was very small,

And with his modest, dark-brown coat,
He made no show at all.

. "Why, father," little Gracie said
"Where can the birdie be?

If 1 could sing a song like that,
I'd sit where folks could see.”

. "I hope my little girl will learn
A lesson from the bird,

And try to do what good she can,
Not to be seen or heard.

. "This birdie is content to sit
Unnoticed on the way,

And sweetly sing his Maker's praise
From dawn to close of day.

. "So live, my child, all through your life,
That, be it short or long,

Though others may forget your looks,
They'll not forget your song."

45
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LESSON XV.

léast  thaw eliding plinged nat'ured ly
bide  sedt'ter  preténd’  ex ploring  diso b&'dient

HARRY AND ANNIE.

1. Harry and Annie lived a mile from town, but they went
there to school every day. It was a pleasant walk down the
lane, and through the meadow by the pond.

2. | hardly know whether they liked it better in summer or
in winter. They used to pretend that they were travelers
exploring a new country, and would scatter |eaves on

least thaw
bade scatter

sliding
pretend

plunging naturedly
exploring disobedient




THIRD READER. 47

the road that they might find their way back again.

3. When the ice was thick and firm, they went across the
pond. But their mother did not like to have them do this
unless some one was with them.

4. "Do n't go across the pond to-day, children,” she said,
as she kissed them and bade them good-by one morning; "it
is beginning to thaw."

5. "All right, mother," said Harry, not very good-
naturedly, for he was very fond of running and sliding on the
ice. When they came to the pond, the ice looked hard and
safe.

6. "There," said he to his sister, "l knew it had n't thawed
any. Mother is always afraid we shall be drowned. Come
along, we will have a good time sliding. The school bell will
not ring for an hour at least.”

7. "But you promised mother," said Annie.
8. "No, | did n't. | only said 'All right," and it isall right."

9. "l did n't say anything; so | can do as | like," said
Annie.

10. So they stepped on the ice, and started to go across the
pond. They had not gone
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far before the ice gave way, and they fell into the water.

11. A man who was at work near the shore, heard the
screams of the children, and plunged into the water to save
them. Harry managed to get to the shore without any help,
but poor Annie was nearly drowned before the man could
reach her.

12. Harry went home almost frozen, and told his mother
how disobedient he had been. He remembered the lesson
learned that day as long as he lived.

LESSON XVI.
wife Freet héard worms privers wife  greet
fiith grove eriists chilreh flir'nished faith  grove

beard
crusts

worms prayers
church furnished

BIRD FRIENDS.

1. | once knew a man who was rich in his love for birds,
and in their love for him. He lived in the midst of a grove
full of all kinds of trees. He had no wife or children in his
home.

2. He was an old man with gray beard, blue and kind eyes,
and a voice that the
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birds loved; and this was the way he made them his friends.

3. While he was at work with a rake on his nice walks in
the grove, the birds came

close to him to pick up the worms in the fresh earth he dug
up. At first, they kept a rod or two from him, but they soon rod - 16.5 feet, 5.03 meters. Also called pole.

found he was a kind man, and would not hurt them, but liked
to have them near him.

3. 4.
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4. They knew this by his kind eyes and voice, which tell
what is in the heart. So, day by day their faith in his love
grew in them.

5. They came close to the rake. They would hop on top of
it to be first at the worm. They would turn up their eyes into
his when he spoke to them, as if they said, "He is a kind
man; he loves us; we need not fear him."

6. All the birds of the grove were soon his fast friends.
They were on the watch for him, and would fly down from
the green tree tops to greet him with their chirp.

7. When he had no work on the walks to do with his rake
or his hoe, he took crusts of bread with him, and dropped the
crumbs on the ground. Down they would dart on his head
and feet to catch them as they fell from his hand.

8 He showed me how they loved him. He put a crust of
bread in his mouth, with one end of it out of his lips. Down
they came like bees at a flower, and flew off with it crumb
by crumb.

9. When they thought he slept too long in the morning,
they would fly in and sit
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on the bedpost, and call him up with their chirp.

10. They went with him to church, and while he said his
prayers and sang his hymns in it, they sat in the trees, and

sang their praises to the same good God who cares for them
as he does for us.

11. Thus the love and trust of birds were ajoy to him all
his life long; and such love and trust no boy or girl can fail to
win with the same kind heart, voice, and eye that he had.

Adapted fromElihu Burritt.

LESSON XVII.

WHAT THE MINUTES SAY.

1. We are but minutes--little things!
Each one furnished with sixty wings,
With which we fly on our unseen track,
And not a minute ever comes back.

2. We are but minutes; use us well,
For how we are used we must one day tell.
Who uses minutes, has hours to use;
Who loses minutes, whole years must |ose.
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LESSON XVIII.
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THE WIDOW AND THE MERCHANT.

1. A merchant, who was very fond of music, was asked by
a poor widow to give her some assistance. Her husband, who
was a musician, had died, and left her very poor indeed.

2. The merchant saw that the widow and her daughter,
who was with her, were in great
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distress. He looked with pity into their pale faces, and was
convinced by their conduct that their sad story was true.

3. "How much do you want, my good woman?" said the
merchant.

4. "Five dollars will save us," said the poor widow, with
some hesitation.

5. The merchant sat down at his desk, took a piece of
paper, wrote a few lines on it, and gave it to the widow with
the words, "Take it to the bank you see on the other side of
the street.”

6. The grateful widow and her daughter, without stopping
to read the note, hastened to the bank. The banker at once
counted out fifty dollars instead of five, and passed them to
the widow.

7. She was amazed when she saw so much money. "Sir,
there is a mistake here," she said. "You have given me fifty
dollars, and | asked for only five."

8. The banker looked at the note once more, and said,
"The check calls for fifty dollars.”

9. "It is a mistake--indeed it is," said the widow.

10. The banker then asked her to wait
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a few minutes, while he went to see the merchant who gave
her the note.

11. "Yes." said the merchant, when he had heard the
banker's story, "l did make a mistake. | wrote fifty instead of
five hundred. Give the poor widow five hundred dollars, for
such honesty is poorly rewarded with even that sum."

LESSON XIX.
wires tride biir'gain sild mess pris'on erg wires  trade
wrar Frénch a pléce niirm ber re sl ved’ war French
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THE BIRDS SET FREE.

1. A man was walking one day through a large city. On a
street corner he saw a boy with a number of small birds for
sale, in a cage.

2. He looked with sadness upon the little prisoners flying
about the cage, peeping through the wires, beating them with
their wings, and trying to get out.

3. He stood for some time looking at the birds. At last he
said to the boy, "How much do you ask for your birds?"
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4. "Fifty cents apiece, sir,” said the boy. "I do not mean
how much apiece," said the man, "but how much for all of
them? | want to buy them all.”

5. The boy began to count, and found they came to five
dollars. "There is your money,"

said the man. The boy took it, well pleased with his
morning's trade.

6. No sooner was the bargain settled than the man opened
the cage door, and let all the birds fly away.

7. The boy, in great surprise, cried, "What did you do that
for, sir? You have lost all your birds."
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8. "I will tell you why I did it," said the man. "I was shut
up three years in a French prison, as a prisoner of war, and |
am resolved never to see anything in prison which | can
make free."

LESSON XX.

down'y firm'ly atiid pit'aly erime downy firmly

staid

petals

crime

A MOMENT TOO LATE.

1. A moment too late, my beautiful bird,
A moment too late are you now;
The wind has your soft, downy nest disturbed--
The nest that you hung on the bough.

2. A moment too late; that string in your bill,
Would have fastened it firmly and strong;
But see, there it goes, rolling over the hill!
Oh, you staid a moment too long.

3. A moment, one moment too late, busy bee;
The honey has dropped from the flower:
No use to creep under the petals and see;
It stood ready to drop for an hour.

4. A moment too late; had you sped on your wing,
The honey would not have been gone;




THIRD READER. 57

Now you see what a very, a very sad thing
T is to stay a moment too long.

5. Little girl, never be a moment too late,
It will soon end in trouble or crime;
Better be an hour early, and stand and wait,
Than a moment behind the time.

6. If the bird and the bee, little boy, were too late,
Remember, as you play along
On your way to school, with pencil and slate,
Never stay a moment too long.

LESSON XXI.
Wist In‘dics  adirn”  ap proach’ mi'tion  af tiched
sug'ar plim ebt'ton  in'stipet ibjeet de fénd'ing
née'cs sa ry vipiid  bril'liant  fi'berg se vére'ly

HUMMING BIRDS.

1. The most beautiful humming birds are found in the

West Indies and South America. The crest of the tiny head of

one of these shines like a sparkling crown of colored light.

2. The shades of color that adorn its breast, are equally
brilliant. As the bird

West Indies adorn
sugar plum cotton

necessary  rapid

approach
instinct

brilliant

motior
object

fibers

attached
defending

severely
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flits from one object to another, it looks more like a bright
flash of sunlight than it does like a living being.

3. But, you ask, why are they called humming birds? It is
because they make a soft, humming noise by the rapid
motion of their wings--a motion so rapid, that as they fly you
can only see that they have wings.

4. One day when walking in the woods, | found the nest of
one of the smallest humming birds. It was about half the size
of avery small hen's egg, and
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was attached to a twig no thicker than a steel knitting needle.

5. It seemed to have been made of cotton fibers, and was
covered with the softest bits of leaf and bark. It had two eggs
init, quite white, and each about as large as a small
sugarplum.

6. When you approach the spot where one of these birds
has built its nest, it is necessary to be careful. The mother
bird will dart at you and try to peck your eyes. Its sharp beak
may hurt your eyes most severely, and even destroy the
sight.

7. The poor little thing knows no other way of defending
its young, and instinct teaches it that you might carry off its
nest if you could find it.

LESSON XXII.

de pide’ biekled roun’tain shal'ter pir'ty

dis pite’ sue ceed’ for'ci bly min'tle iw'en

THE WIND AND THE SUN.
A FABLE.

1. A dispute once arose between the Wind and the Sun, as
to which was the stronger.

sugarplum-small round piece of sugary candy.

decide
dispute

buckled mountain

succeed

forcibly
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2. To decide the matter, they agreed to try their power on
atraveler. That party which should first strip him of his
cloak, was to win the day.

3. The Wind began. He blew a cutting blast, which tore up
the mountain oaks by their roots, and made the whole forest
look like a wreck.

4. But the traveler, though at first he could scarcely keep
his cloak on his back, ran under a hill for shelter, and
buckled his mantle about him more closely.

5. The Wind having thus tried his utmost power in vain,
the Sun began.

6. Bursting through a thick cloud, he darted his sultry
beams so forcibly upon the traveler's head, that the poor
fellow was almost melted.

7."This,” said he, "is past all bearing. It is so hot, that one
might as well be in an oven."

8. So he quickly threw off his cloak, and went into the
shade of atree to cool himself.

9. This fable teaches us, that gentle means will often
succeed where forcible ones will fail.
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LESSON XXIlI.

slnk'ing gtriam’let sweet'ness aow'slip

SUNSET.

&%Lﬂwg@—ﬂdﬂmw,
Binds and, bews and chuildram
MMW{GM;

sinking streamlet sweetness cowslip

cowslip--Eurasian primrose with fragrant
yellow flowers, used as an ornamental and for
herbal medicine

Now the sun is sinking
In the golden west;

Birds and bees and children
All have gone to rest;
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LESSON XXIV.

¢ pin‘ion pl an‘o eOATSE bathe sweep

BEAUTIFUL HANDS.

1. "O Miss Roberts! what coarse-looking hands Mary

Jessup has!" said Daisy Marvin, as she walked home from
school with her teacher.

And the merry streamlet,
As it runs along

With a voice of sweetness
Sing its evening song.

2
Cowsdlip, daisy, violet,
In their little beds,
All among the grasses
Hide their heavy heads;
There they'll al, sweet darlings,
Lie in the happy dreams
Till the rosy morning
Wakes them with its beams.

opinior piano coarse bathe sweep
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2. "In my opinion, Daisy, Mary's hands are the prettiest in
he class."

3. "Why, Miss Roberts, they are as red and hard as they
can be. How they would look if she were to try to play on a
piano!" exclaimed Daisy.

4. Miss Roberts took Daisy's hands in hers, and said,
"Your hands are very soft and white, Daisy--just the hands to
look beautiful on a piano; yet they lack one beauty that
Mary's hands have. Shall | tell you what the difference is?"

5. "Yes, please, Miss Roberts."

6. "Well, Daisy, Mary's hands are always busy. They wash
dishes; they make fires; they hang out clothes, and help to
wash them, too; they sweep, and dust, and sew; they are
always trying to help her poor, hard-working mother.

7. "Besides, they wash and dress the children; they mend
their toys and dress their dolls; yet, they find time to bathe
the head of the little girl who is so sick in the next house to
theirs.

8. "They are full of good deeds to every living thing. |
have seen them patting the tired horse and the lame dog in
the street.
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They are always ready to help those who need help."

9. "I shall never think Mary's hands are ugly any more,
Miss Roberts."

10. "I am glad to hear you say that, Daisy; and | must tell
you that they are beautiful because they do their work gladly
and cheerfully.”

11. "O Miss Roberts! | feel so ashamed of myself, and so
sorry," said Daisy, looking into her teacher's face with
tearful eyes.
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12. "Then, my dear, show your sorrow by deeds of
kindness. The good alone are really beautiful."

LESSON XXV.
a void' pre vént' for Five’ rize Fuide avoid prevent
dir'ing pout’ing pro tée'tion  sliim miin'ner during  pouting
pee’vish howl'ing siit'is fied friist An'gry peevish howling

forgive
protection

satisfied

rise
slam

trust

guide
manner

angry

THINGS TO REMEMBER.

1. When you rise in the morning, remember who kept you
from danger during the night. Remember who watched over
you while you slept, and whose sun shines around you, and
gives you the sweet light of day.

2. Let God have the thanks of your heart, for his kindness
and his care; and pray for his protection during the wakeful
hours of day.

3. Remember that God made all creatures to be happy, and
will do nothing that may prevent their being so, without
good reason for it.

4. When you are at the table, do not eat in a greedy
manner, like a pig. Eat quietly,

3,5
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and do not reach forth your hand for the food, but ask some
one to help you.

5. Do not become peevish and pout, because you do not
get a part of everything. Be satisfied with what is given you.

6. Avoid a pouting face, angry looks, and angry words. Do
not slam the doors. Go quietly up and down stairs; and never
make a loud noise about the house.

7. Be kind and gentle in your manners; not like the
howling winter storm, but like the bright summer morning.

8. Do always as your parents bid you. Obey them with a
ready mind, and with a pleasant face.

9. Never do anything that you would be afraid or ashamed
that your parents should know. Remember, if no one else
sees you, God does, from whom you can not hide even your
most secret thought.

10. At night, before you go to sleep, think whether you
have done anything that was wrong during the day, and pray
to God to forgive you. If anyone has done you wrong,
forgive him in your heart.

11. If you have not learned something useful, or been in
some way useful, during
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the past day, think that it is a day lost, and be very sorry for
it.
12. Trust in the Lord, and He will guide you in the way of

good men. The path of the just is as the shining light that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

13. We must do all the good we can to all men, for thisis
well pleasing in the sight of God. He delights to see his
children walk in love, and do good one to another.

LESSON XXVI.
ex fet'ly fold'ing cheese cham’ber  rit'tling
pro trud’ed fore' paws Eized doubt re: leased’
per Ellﬁ,“.}h'd" IjiL-',ILTdI:I,‘: queer & |r.'n'.}-' gtiir ense

THREE LITTLE MICE.
1. I will tell you the story of three little mice,
If you will keep still and listen to me,
Who live in a cage that is cozy and nice,
And are just as cunning as cunning can be.
They look very wise, with their pretty red eyes,
That seem just exactly like little round beads;
They are white as the snow, and stand up in a row
Whenever we do not attend to their needs;--

exactly
protruded
perplexed

folding

forepaws gazed doubt

|attice

cheese chamber

queer
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2. Stand up in arow in a comical way,--

Now folding their forepaws as if saying, "please;"
Now rattling the lattice, as much as to say,

"We shall not stay here without more bread and
cheese,”

They are not at all shy, as you'll find, if you try
To make them run up in their chamber to bed;
If they do n't want to go, why, they won't go--ah! no,

Though you tap with your finger each queer little
head.

3. One day as | stood by the side of the cage,

Through the bars there protruded a funny, round tail;
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Just for mischief | caught it, and soon; in arage,
Its owner set up a most pitiful wail.
He looked in dismay,--there was something to pay,--
But what was the matter he could not make out;
What was holding him so, when he wanted to go
To see what his brothers upstairs were about?

4. But soon from the chamber the others rushed down,
